
Our Sporting Philosophy
“To offer a stimulating range of co-curricular activities which provides  

opportunities for personal growth, teamwork and leadership.”

KENSINGTON PARK SCHOOL  

Sports



Tennis and Netball
Will to Win 
All pupils at KPS have the option of 
playing tennis and netball at the Will to 
Win centre in Hyde Park, where there 
are seven floodlight courts. 

Swimming and Fitness
Ethos Sports Centre  
(Imperial College)
A five-minute walk from Queen’s Gate, 
just around the corner from Exhibition 
Road, Ethos Sports Centre in Princes 
Gardens offers superb fitness facilities 
to the students of Imperial College. Our 
sixth formers can enjoy membership 
of the same facilities, included in the 
school fee.

The Energia gym at Ethos is filled with 
state-of-the-art equipment and five 
designated workout zones.

The studio hosts a variety of fitness 
classes which our pupils can book 
online via the school reception. Classes 
suit users of all levels of fitness and 
interests, and include the Les Mills 

activities such as Body Core and Body Pump, as well as 
pilates, yoga, zumba and spin.

One of the most generous advantages of the Ethos 
membership is access to their 25m five-lane swimming 
pool which is constantly supervised by a team of lifeguards. 
Membership passes are kept at the Sixth Form reception 
and once pupils have taken the online induction course and 
accept the school’s safeguarding code of conduct, they are 
free to enjoy these facilities in their own time.

The Porchester Centre
A ten-minute walk north of Bark Place takes you to The 
Porchester Centre, the venue for curriculum-led swimming 
classes in the lower school.

There are two pools: whilst the 30m main pool is ideal for 
the occasional lane booking, KPS pupils in years 7 – 11 will 
utilise the 23m teaching pool for their PE swimming lessons.  

It is unusual to find gyms which are open to pupils under 
16, however the Porchester Centre runs afternoon sessions 
from 1600 – 1800 for our younger pupils. The 140+ station 
gym is one of the largest gym facilities in the area. Its various 
zones are all equipped with the latest TechnoGym kit and 
as well as school staff supervision, there are fully qualified, 
knowledgeable and friendly fitness motivators on hand for 
any questions.

Kensington Park School
A new independent school has 
opened in the heart of London offering 
the highest quality education to boys 
and girls from 11 to 18. KPS operates 
from two buildings either side of 
Kensington Gardens:

• Pupils aged 11-16 will be taught in 
Bark Place on the north side of the 
park, from September 2018 

• KPS Sixth Form, in Queen’s Gate 
just south of the park, opened  
in September 2017 for pupils  
aged 16-18 

Kensington Park School has  
attracted some high-profile teachers 
from the independent schools’ sector: 
Paul Vanni, the current Deputy Head 
of St Paul’s Girls’ School, will join KPS 
as Head Master from Easter 2018. 
Other newly-appointed members 
of staff from St Paul’s (boys) School 
include the former acting High Master, 

Senior Tutor, Undermasters and heads of department who 
are also teachers of maths, science, and economics. Many 
of these distinguished staff have 25-year track records in 
helping their pupils achieve outstanding A Level results as 
well as giving professional advice on entry into the world’s 
finest universities, including Oxbridge and the US Ivy League.

Sporting Provision
We endeavour to extend excellence beyond the classroom, 
and to this end our sports programme is both rich and varied, 
involving participation in individual and team sports making 
use of the outstanding facilities directly on our doorstep.



Basketball
Ethos Sports Centre,  
and Kensington Leisure Centre
For those who just want to shoot a few 
hoops, KPS can book the sports hall 
at Ethos and for pupils who join us with 
a real passion for basketball, there is 
the option of being coached by experts 
from the local national league club: 
Westside Basketball.  

The impressive sports hall at Kensington 
Leisure Centre plays home to the 
Westside Basketball club’s National 
League games on Saturdays (always a 
fun excursion for our boarders!).

Climbing
Ethos Sports Centre  
(Imperial College)
Ethos sports centre also features a 9m climbing wall that 
offers our pupils the very best in indoor climbing. With 
overhangs and a small chimney section, this unique facility 
provides a range of climbing challenges for both the 
experienced climber and beginner alike. Sixth Form pupils 
interested in this option will need to complete a competence 
and safety test in order to go climbing in their spare time.

Fencing, Dance (ballet and 
street dance) and Karate
Kensington Park School 
performance studio
These sports are all offered as 
voluntary after-school games options 
throughout the year, and occasionally 
they will form part of the PE curriculum 
within the school day. These activities 
are primarily for pupils in Years 7 – 11 
because the lessons will take place in 
the school performance studio at Bark 
Place. If there is sufficient interest, 
we will open up classes for the 
older pupils or direct them to locally 
established clubs.

Cross Country
Kensington Gardens
Extending beyond the classroom 
are the combined Royal Parks of 
Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park.  
This 600-acre open parkland lends 
itself to unrivalled opportunities in 
terms of space, heritage and scenic 
views for pupils to enjoy long-distance 
running during their games session. 

Football and Rounders
‘The Old Football Pitches’, 
Hyde Park
To the south of Hyde Park, around ten 
minutes’ walk from both KPS sites, the 
school has access to ‘The Old Football 
Pitches’ for outdoor sports. Formerly 
the location of London’s historic Grand 
Exhibition in 1851, this site is now a 
designated community space with 12 
five-a-side, and 6 nine-a-side pitches.  
These grass pitches are suitable for a 
variety of activities and school sports 
fixtures, including football and rounders.



Horse Riding
Hyde Park Stables
Rotten Row in London’s Hyde Park 
has been one of the most notable 
equestrian venues in England for over 
300 years. Riding lessons take place in 
Hyde Park and beside The Serpentine 
lake, the most beautiful setting for 
horse riding in a capital city anywhere 
in the world.   Hyde Park stables caters 
for all skill levels giving optional group 
horseriding lessons to KPS pupils in 
years 7 – 11,  with a dedicated team of 
staff who escort and teach on lesson-
rides in Hyde Park as well as lessons in 
their outdoor arena.

Farley Hall Estate, Berkshire
For the more ambitious or competitive rider, KPS enjoys 
a partnership with instructor John Sillett at Farley Hall. 
John is a former Olympic showjumper now teaching at a 
centre which provides expert coaching in cross country 
and showjumping. They offer a concierge service for livery 
and transport, as well as advice on competitions. This is 
the ideal opportunity for our sixth formers who have more 
independence and a greater flexibility within their timetable 
to be able to travel offsite, and who want to pursue their 
horse riding to an advanced level.

Sports Scholarships
Scholarships awarded at 11+, 13+ 
and 16+ entry are intended to support 
committed and talented pupils who are 
already dedicating significant amounts 
of time to their specialist sport whilst 
continuing with their academic studies.

The support we offer is financial by 
way of scholarship and additionally 
offers the freedom to remain with an 
existing coach/club or to join one of 
our partners. We also explore ways 
to make the best use of time during 
the day for pupils to practise, train or 
rehearse in what can be a demanding 
regime that may require a commitment 
of 20+ hours per week. 

The scholarship includes pupil 
membership of a local fitness centre, 
such as Ethos (the sports centre for 
Imperial College), as KPS recognises 
that dedicated athletes will often 
need to complement their sport 
through a personalised strength and 
conditioning programme. 

For more information on sports 
scholarships at Kensington Park 
School please contact the Partnerships 
Coordinator: partnerships@kps.co.uk

Fees for Activities
The majority of activities and after-school clubs which are 
run by KPS staff are included in the school fee, as is pupil 
membership of Ethos sports centre for sixth formers. Some 
sports require an additional fee to cover the cost of coaching 
or facilities (e.g. horse riding) and parents will be notified of 
this at the time of booking.



Kensington Park School (Years 7 – 11) 
40 – 44 Bark Place 
London 
W2 4AT

Kensington Park School Sixth Form 
59 Queen’s Gate, 
South Kensington 
SW7 5JP

0207 225 0577                           www.kps.co.uk                           info@kps.co.uk


