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Excite,  
Challenge, 
Inspire
Headmaster’s Welcome 

KPS is a small, independent, co-educational 
day and boarding school for students aged  
11 to 18, set in the heart of cosmopolitan 
central London.

Since joining the School as Headmaster  
in January 2021, I have been struck by the 
purpose, drive and sheer enjoyment of a KPS 
education. Committed teachers deliver an 
engaging academic curriculum which is balanced 
by a breadth of co-curricular opportunities and 
exceptional pastoral care; together these ensure 
the happiness and success of our young people. 
The School’s core values of kindness, moral 
integrity, responsibility, and a sense of service 
inform every aspect of school life, and provide 
a nurturing environment which enables our 
students to leave us as balanced, resilient adults.

I am passionate about enabling young  
people to fulfil their potential. In an 
increasingly results-driven society, it can  
be easy to lose sight of the individual child.  
As a selective school, academic excellence  
is expected; examination results will open 
doors. Excellence, however, must be defined 
by the individual. Our staff support the 
development of each child in a dynamic 
environment where they grow in confidence, 
thrive academically, and are encouraged to 
make the most of every opportunity.

KPS students are not simply ‘educated’ in the 
passive sense: we expect our students to take 
a proactive role in their own education and, 
increasingly, take personal responsibility for 
it. Central to this is the partnership between 
the child, their parents, and the School. Our 
parents are actively included in their child’s 
journey with us; together, our role is to help 
our students to navigate the options available 
to them, to make the most of every day, and  
to have a lot of fun along the way.

I hope that the pages of this prospectus  
will give you a flavour for life at Kensington 
Park School; nothing could replace a  
personal visit, however, and we welcome  
all prospective families to join us on one  
of our Open Evenings, or organise a school 
tour through the Admissions team.

I hope to welcome you to KPS soon.

Mr Peter Middleton, Headmaster
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Location
Split across two sites on either side of Kensington Gardens, 
KPS offers students access to outstanding educational, 
cultural, and sporting opportunities.

The Lower School (Years 7 to 11) is located  
two minutes north of Kensington Gardens,  
a short walk from Bayswater and Queensway 
tube stations. Our Sixth Form sits on Queen’s 
Gate, overlooking the Natural History Museum.

Our boarding house, located in a quiet, leafy 
area in Earl’s Court within easy reach of both 
school sites, offers exceptional boarding 
facilities to students from Year 10.

Our unique location forms the backdrop to  
our academic and co-curricular provision, and 
we make extensive use of the opportunities  
it affords us. 

Many of London’s historical and cultural 
landmarks are within walking distance of the 
School and our students can frequently be 
found enjoying the green spaces of Hyde Park 
during lunch; exploring art outside the classroom 
at the latest exhibitions; or seeing literary texts 
brought to life in London’s theatres.
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Values & Ethos
The community at Kensington Park School is centred  
on each individual student and our core values of kindness, 
moral integrity, responsibility, and a sense of service. 

We firmly believe that an outstanding 
education can only be achieved when 
academic excellence and co-curricular 
provision are bound together by strong 
community values. The small size and 
cosmopolitan nature of our school enables  
us to build a community that is both values-
conscious and values-driven; where our 
shared ethos is at the heart of our students’ 
education, underpinning both our formal 
curriculum and co-curricular programme.

The KPS community is one in which  
the individual is nurtured, diversity is 
celebrated, and creativity is rewarded.

Our students are excited, challenged,  
and inspired to become the best possible 
versions of themselves; to discover their 
strengths, recognise their weaknesses  
and make the most of their talents within  
a community which treats its members  
with respect and kindness at all times,  
and demonstrates a sense of service.

It is our hope that in building a community 
which is centred on these values, our young 
people will develop the confidence, resilience, 
and determination to face the challenges of 
the ever-changing world around them.
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A Personalised 
Education
Each student is at the heart of their own education, and is 
expected to proactively engage in their academic development.

Small class sizes, typically of 12 students  
per group, enable our teachers to foster  
the individual interests and talents of our 
students within the formal curriculum, giving 
additional support or further stretch and 
challenge as required. As students move 
through the School, the timetable is structured 
to allow them the flexibility to select their 
subject options based on their particular 
interests and ambitions at GCSE and A level.

Outside the classroom, our broad co-curricular 
programme allows students to explore their 
interests through a wide variety of clubs and 
societies, many of which are student led or 
informed by student feedback. 

Students are expected to participate in a 
minimum of two clubs a week, but are free  
to choose these, leading to a myriad of 
different club combinations taking place  
in any given week. 

Tutors play a key role in the delivery of a 
personalised education at KPS. They work 
with students to develop individual strategies 
to support their growth and development, and 
send regular emails to parents to update them 
on their child’s progress and wellbeing.
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Academic 
Excellence -  
The KPS Journey
An academically purposeful school, our GCSE and A level 
programmes have been carefully designed to meet the needs 
of our students as they grow and develop as individuals, and  
to prepare them for the changing world around them.

Supported by an exceptional academic  
team, KPS students are encouraged to  
take responsibility for their own learning;  
to think critically, pursue their intellectual 
curiosity, and develop a thirst for learning. 

Transition through KPS is not simply ‘more  
of the same’. As students move through the 
School, they are presented with exciting  
new opportunities and responsibilities  
that stimulate aspiration and enable them  
to develop the confidence to succeed at  
each stage. 

Teaching is focused on students’ individual 
academic and pastoral needs which develop 
as they mature. A level students benefit from 
a separate teaching site where they can start 
to become more independent, prepare for 
university, and develop the skills to 
successfully navigate life beyond KPS.

The proximity of our sites ensures that  
Sixth Form students continue to act as role 
models and mentors to our younger students 
who will follow in their footsteps.
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Sixth Form (Years 12–13)
Students continue their academic journey in the Sixth Form where  
they further narrow down their subjects on the A level programme.

Years 12 and 13 - breadth and depth on the A level programme
Many students will study four A level subjects in Year 12, but may choose to focus on three  
in Year 13. Students are guided to select the best combination of A level subjects depending  
on their academic strengths and interests, as well as their university and career aspirations.

Students can choose from a wide range of A level subjects, including many new subjects  
not offered at GCSE. With no set subject combinations, A level students benefit from a 
personalised timetable built around their individual subject choices.

Small teaching groups ensure students not only enjoy a high degree of individual attention  
and support, but can engage in healthy discussion and debate beyond the framework of the 
formal curriculum. Regular EPPs (Exam Paper Practice) help to bridge the gap between GCSE  
and A level and enable students to develop the confidence, knowledge, and skills required  
for success in their A level exams. 

Academic Enrichment and University Preparation
Students are further encouraged to develop the independent learning, critical thinking,  
and research skills they need to become successful lifelong learners through an extended 
curriculum, which includes the EPQ, essay competitions, and independent research projects.

Our university and careers programme, which is led by personal tutors and the higher  
education team, runs alongside the A level programme to prepare students for life after KPS.

Lower School (Years 7–11)
Small class sizes throughout the Lower School ensure lessons are interactive 
and engaging, and the needs of each individual student are met. 

Years 7 and 8 - a broad range of skills
Students follow a modern curriculum with a wide range of subjects. In addition to the core 
subjects of English, maths, and science, students study geography, history and religious education; 
French and Mandarin; Latin, art, drama, music, and computing. Students are set by ability in 
maths and English.

Year 9 - a choice of subjects
Having gained a broad range of skills and a wide knowledge base in Years 7 and 8, students 
begin to hone down their subjects in Year 9. Students continue with the core subjects of maths, 
English and computing, but now study the three sciences separately. Students must select one 
humanities subject, one modern foreign language, and one creative arts subject, but are free to 
choose their remaining options. These may include Spanish and classical civilisation  which are 
available from Year 9. 

Years 10 and 11 - the GCSE programme
Embarking on the full GCSE programme in Year 10, students typically study nine or ten subjects 
which must include English literature, English language, maths, one modern language and three 
science subjects selected from biology, chemistry, physics, and computer science. Students choose 
a further three subjects which may include a second modern language; a creative arts subject; 
another from the humanities; or business studies, which is only available from Year 10. With no 
set option blocks, every effort is made to accommodate students’ individual subject choices.

All students in Years 7 to 11 participate in PSHE, PE and Games which take place one afternoon 
a week for each year group.



“ Our son really enjoys going to school.  

He has quickly made lovely friends.  

We feel part of a community.” 

 (Year 7 parent)
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In the boarding house, students eat dinner 
together in the dining room before Prep 
which takes place from 7pm to 9pm, 
Sunday to Thursday. On Friday and Saturday, 
students have free time when they can 
socialise together in the common room, 
explore London’s parks and museums, or 
take part in a programme of evening and 
weekend activities and excursions.

8.30am  Registration

1.20pm–4pm  Lessons 4pm–5.15pm  After school

6pm–9pm  Evening

9am–11.55am  Lessons

11.55am–1.20pm  Lunch

In the Sixth Form, A level students 
increasingly take responsibility for their own 
learning and follow a personalised timetable 
based on their A level subject choices.

Sixth Form students can leave school when 
they do not have lessons, however, many 
opt to remain on-site to complete extension 
work and homework assignments, speak with 
their teachers and tutors, or socialise in the 
common room. On Wednesday afternoons, 
Sixth Form students have assembly and 
tutor meetings, followed by Enrichment. 
Students take part in a choice of clubs and 
societies dedicated to personal, academic, 
and skill development, including sport and 
fitness, young enterprise, volunteering, 
study skills, university preparation, and  
an external guest speaker programme.

Sixth Form students can also choose to 
take part in our mentorship programme 
with the Lower School. 

In the Sixth Form, double or triple periods 
allow students the necessary time to  
cover the breadth and depth of the A level 
programme, and facilitate discussion and 
debate beyond the curriculum.

In the Lower School, students meet daily 
with their tutor group and have assembly 
three times a week before lessons. Morning 
tutor sessions enable students to discuss 
the week’s events, socialise with peers,  
and prepare for the school day.

In the Lower School, all year groups  
enjoy a dedicated games afternoon once 
per week, giving students the opportunity 
to take part in a range of sports, including 
football, rugby, hockey, tennis, athletics, 
and cross-country.

The school day extends beyond the end  
of formal lessons, with our co-curricular 
programme continuing from 4.15pm. In 
addition to sport, music, art and drama, 
students can take advantage of supervised 
study sessions where they can complete 
homework, work on coursework, or revise 
for assessments. 

Morning lessons take place for all year 
groups, with a mid-morning break. The 
timetable is structured around lessons  
of 35 minutes each; in the Lower School, 
this ensures students’ learning is focused 
and well-balanced. Double lessons enable 
students to delve into the subject matter, 
and facilitate practical subjects such as  
the sciences, music, art and drama.

KPS students benefit from an extended 
lunch break, allowing them time to both 
enjoy their lunch and take part in our 
co-curricular programme, which plays a 
vital role in complementing the academic 
curriculum. From music and art, to skills-
based activities, academic extension, and 
niche societies based on a shared interest, 
our lunchtime clubs aim to excite enquiring 
young minds and inspire the development 
of new skills.

Lower School students also enjoy supervised 
access to Kensington Gardens during lunch. 
Lunch is freshly prepared on-site daily, and 
served in the school restaurant.

A ‘Day in the Life’
The school day at KPS offers more than just formal  
lessons; students develop as well-rounded individuals 
through our co-curricular and enrichment programme.

A level students enjoy a range of hot and 
cold lunch options, including sandwiches, 
salads, paninis and sushi, in the Sixth  
Form café.
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Pastoral Care
Outstanding pastoral care is at the very heart of KPS,  
and extends to all aspects of school life.

We believe that pastoral care is the essential 
foundation upon which learning can take 
place. Young people learn best when they  
feel happy, safe, and respected; only then can 
they reach their true academic potential, and 
develop into well rounded, kind individuals 
who are confident in who they are and have 
the resilience to face the challenges of the 
world around them.

As a small school, all pupils at KPS are  
known individually, and there is a strong 
sense of community and interconnectedness 
across year groups. Horizontal tutor groups  
in Years 7 and 8 help students forge lasting 
friendships within their peer group, while 
vertical, mixed tutor groups in Years 9 to 11 
and Years 12 to 13 allow students to watch 
and learn from older peers as they approach 
their final GCSE and A level years.

Tutors are instrumental in forging the 
essential partnership between student, 
parent, and the School. They oversee 
students’ progress and provide support and 
encouragement to enable them to achieve 
their aspirations. Tutors also deliver our 
engaging PSHE programme which addresses 
national and global questions as well as the 
issues facing young people today. 

Students are further supported by our four 
Heads of Year, the Designated Safeguarding 
Lead, and our on-site School Nurse, based 
across the Lower School, Sixth Form, and 
boarding house.

The Houses at KPS are fundamental to 
ensuring an integrated system of pastoral  
care which fosters a supportive and stable 
community within the School, upholds  
our values, and allows students to build 
connections with peers across year groups. 
Popular interhouse competitions in areas  
such as music, art, and sport, take place 
throughout the year, teaching students the 
value of teamwork and how to be gracious  
in both victory and defeat. Students have the 
opportunity to develop their confidence and 
leadership skills by running for the coveted 
role of Head of School, or by joining the 
student council which plays a key role in 
representing the values and opinions of  
our student body.



“ We are given opportunities to take ownership of  

our learning and have an active role in getting the 

most out of our studies. Our teachers make time to 

get to know us and offer us personalised support.”

 (Sixth Form student)
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Sport
Students at KPS benefit from a unique and engaging sport 
programme which capitalises on our central London location.

In the Lower School, sport is delivered 
through a combination of core PE lessons, 
Games, and our co-curricular programme, 
giving students the opportunity to develop 
the skills they need to excel in a variety of 
sports and across a range of disciplines.

The Games programme is an integral part  
of the KPS curriculum, and takes place on  
one afternoon per week across Years 7 to 11. 
Students participate in a range of team and 
seasonal sports including football, rugby, 
netball, hockey, cricket, rounders, tennis,  
cross country and athletics. Fixtures in all  
of the competitive sports are scheduled 
throughout the year against other schools.

Running alongside the academic curriculum, 
our co-curricular programme provides further 
opportunities for sport, including cycling, 
fencing, table tennis, basketball, swimming, 
and the Duke of Edinburgh Award.

KPS partners with a number of local  
providers to deliver our sport proramme.  
This gives students access to outstanding 
sporting facilities in and around our home  
in West Kensington, including Will to Win  
in Hyde Park for tennis and netball; the 
Porchester Centre, with its 30m swimming 
pool; Queen’s Skate for ice skating; and the 
Westway Centre for climbing and Eton Fives. 
Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park provide 
the perfect environment for running, cycling, 
and other outdoor activities.

In the Sixth Form, students enjoy their  
own schedule of sporting activities which  
take place as part of their co-curricular 
programme and enrichment sessions on 
Wednesday afternoons.

The unique nature of the School enables  
us to personalise the education of students 
who excel in sport on the national and 
international stage.
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Music & Drama
The Creative Hub, which centres on our purpose-built theatre, 
provides excellent facilities for music and drama at KPS. 

In the Music Studio, students have access  
to state-of-the-art music and sound boards,  
as well as software for the creation of digital 
music. The Theatre itself is a focal point  
for life at KPS, acting as an assembly and 
performance space for students across the 
School. For larger school productions, local 
facilities such as the Greek Orthodox Church, 
St Matthew’s Church, and the New West End 
Synagogue act as further rehearsal and 
concert venues.

Our co-curricular programme provides both 
talented musicians and beginners across the 
School with opportunities to pursue their 
creative interests, including Chamber 
Ensemble, Choir, Film Music Club, and 
Kensington Jazz Club in the Lower School,  
and Drama Club, open to all students in  
the Lower School and Sixth Form. 

The Music and Drama Departments hold 
regular concerts, showcases and events 
throughout the year, and students have the 
opportunity to take their talents further  
afield in the annual overseas Choir Tour.  
The whole-school musical is a highlight  
for students of all ages.

KPS students can take private lessons in 
instruments such as clarinet, drums, flute, 
guitar, piano, saxophone, trumpet and voice 
with our peripatetic music teachers. In addition 
to providing weekly one-to-one lessons and 
supporting students working towards ABRSM 
and Trinity music examinations, they run 
masterclasses and invite guest speakers from 
the music industry to give KPS students an 
insight into the world of professional music.
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Sixth Form
In our Sixth Form on Queen’s Gate, A level students have space 
to develop the independence, academic curiosity, motivation, 
and genuine love of learning they need to become successful 
life-long learners at university and beyond.

Every year, in addition to students continuing 
their journey from the Lower School, the Sixth 
Form welcomes new students entering at  
16+. With roughly a third of A level students 
joining from other schools or from overseas, 
KPS is a thriving cosmopolitan community  
of boarding and day students. Our Sixth 
Formers enjoy a pre-university experience 
which prepares them for the diverse, global 
nature of university life and beyond.

Small class sizes, typically of no more than  
10 per group, not only facilitate academic 
discussion and debate, but allow our teaching 
staff and students to go beyond the confines 
of the formal curriculum and explore their 
individual interests. Outside the A level 
syllabus, students can further develop their 
independent learning skills through academic 
enrichment opportunities including the EPQ, 
essay competitions, and independent  
research projects.

Our thriving co-curricular programme,  
which takes place during lunchtimes and  
after school, as well as Wednesday afternoon 
enrichment, provide further opportunities  
for students’ intellectual, physical, cultural, 
and social development. 

Students acquire skills for life through 
activities such as debating and public 
speaking, volunteering, young enterprise, 
finance club, social enterprise club, CV and 
cover letter writing, and interview practice. 
With the choice of activities on offer changing 
on a termly basis, students have the chance to 
work on a wide range of skill sets throughout 
their time in the Sixth Form.

Sixth Form students develop vital leadership 
skills by running for Head of School, or taking 
part in our exciting mentorship programme 
with Lower School students. 
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After KPS
KPS students are successful in securing offers for competitive 
undergraduate courses at leading universities worldwide.

Our university and careers programme  
starts in Year 12 and prepares students for  
life beyond KPS. Personal tutors work with 
students on a one-to-one basis to explore 
future undergraduate course and university 
options. Our higher education team deliver 
specialist workshops on UCAS and personal 
statement writing, and support students  
with the application process for US and  
other international universities. Additional 
preparation classes assist those applying  
for Oxford, Cambridge and Medicine.

In the spring of Year 12, all students take part 
in careers interviews to help them develop a 
personalised career plan. Work experience 
specialists assist students to find placements 
to support their career goals.

This combination of academic and  
personal enrichment, individualised  
support, and specialist guidance allows  
KPS students to develop the genuine 
intellectual curiosity, skills, and drive  
to be successful in their applications  
to universities and colleges worldwide. 

Every year, KPS students win places on 
competitive undergraduate courses in a wide 
range of fields, such as Engineering, Medicine, 
Law, Maths, Languages, Psychology, Business 
Management, and International Relations,  
at leading universities, including Oxford, 
Cambridge, Imperial, LSE, UCL, Durham, 
Warwick, Kings, Exeter, Queen Mary, Bath, 
York, and Boston and Stanford in the USA.



“ If you want to learn, be pushed academically and 

develop into an independent thinker ready for 

university, KPS would be a great place for you!”

 (Sixth Form student)
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Boarding
Boarding at KPS is offered from Year 10, giving students the 
opportunity to live and study in the heart of central London.

With over a third of Sixth Form students  
living in our boarding house, boarders make  
a vital contribution to life at KPS. 

Located within easy reach of the Lower 
School and Sixth Form, our boarding house 
gives students the opportunity to become 
more independent, and to benefit from the 
structure and routine of boarding life as they 
approach their final GCSE and A level years.

All students in the boarding house have a 
personal boarding tutor who will meet with 
them individually and as a group once a week. 
In addition, all boarders are part of a mixed, 
vertical tutor group, which allows older  
peers to provide support and guidance  
to younger students.

Boarding tutors work closely with  
personal tutors in school to provide a  
wrap-around system of support. Prep,  
which takes place from Sunday to Thursday, 
ensures boarders are supported academically, 
while a termly programme of evening and 
weekend activities provide opportunities  
for socialising and enrichment. 

Our on-site school nurse, who is available  
to all boarders, monitors students’ health  
and wellbeing and helps them to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle while living away from home.
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Admissions  
& Scholarships
Designed to assess academic ability and potential, the admissions 
process at Kensington Park School is simple and straightforward.

Kensington Park School is looking for 
well-rounded individuals who will make a 
positive contribution to school life and have 
interests that stretch beyond the confines  
of the academic curriculum. 

The main points of entry are in Year 7, Year 9 
and Year 12, however, the School may have 
occasional places in other year groups.

Scholarships are available at every entry  
point for students demonstrating exceptional 
academic ability or outstanding achievement 
in music, art, drama, or sport.

In addition, our prestigious Kensington 
Scholars programme, available at 16+, has 
been specifically designed to nurture and 
reward outstanding academic performance 
among students applying to the Sixth Form.

There are four stages to making an application to Kensington Park School.

Visit
Deciding on the right school for your child is very important  
and we always recommend a personal visit. We encourage  
all prospective students and their families to attend one  

of our Open Evenings or arrange an individual tour. 

Assessment and Interview
All applicants are required to sit our entrance assessments  
and attend an interview as part of the application process.

Students applying at 11+ and 13+ are assessed in English,  
maths, and non-verbal reasoning. Applicants to the Sixth  

Form are required to sit a non-verbal reasoning assessment  
and offers will be conditional upon GCSE results.

Sixth Form applicants are required to achieve a minimum of six 
GCSEs at Grades 9-6 with a minimum of a Grade 7 in their chosen  

A level subjects. International equivalents are also accepted. 

Application
Once you are ready to proceed with a formal application,  

we ask that you submit a completed registration form along  
with your child’s passport copy, latest school reports, registration 

fee, and any supporting documents. For applications to the  
Sixth Form, we additionally ask that predicted GCSE results  

and a personal statement are submitted.

Next steps
We aim to inform families of the outcome of their application 
within 7 days of interview. Successful candidates will receive  
a formal Offer Pack with a deadline of acceptance outlined in  

the offer letter.

For further questions regarding our admissions process or to book  
a visit, please visit our website or contact our Admissions team on 

admissions@kps.co.uk or call +44 (0)20 7616 4402.

Application Process
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Map & Contacts

Gloucester RoadHammersmith South Kensington

Earl’s Court

KENSINGTON 
GARDENS

HYDE
PARKNotting Hill Gate

Fulham Broadway

FULHAM

CHELSEA

KNIGHTSBRIDGE
WESTMINSTER

Bayswater

Queensway

PBH Boarding House

Sixth Form

Lower School

Kensington Park School 
Sixth Form
59 Queen’s Gate, 
South Kensington,  
London, SW7 5JP 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7225 0577

Kensington Park School  
(Years 7–11)
40-44 Bark Place, 
Bayswater,
London, W2 4AT 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7616 4400

www.kps.co.uk 

admissions@kps.co.uk

@kensingtonparkschoollondon

@KPSLondon

www.kps.co.uk
mailto:admissions%40kps.co.uk?subject=
https://twitter.com/kpslondon
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