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ART - AQA GCSE
HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Students will be responsible in working 
from and keeping up with a list of 
objectives and outcomes provided to 
them in a checklist format at the start of 
their GCSE course.

Written and aural feedback is provided 
informally during each lesson and 
formally every half term to promote 
progress.

ART GCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

If you enjoy being creative, want to 
increase your practical skills and improve 
your analytical, communication and 
research abilities, art and design is a 
great choice. It is a way of seeing things 
and making sense of the world around 
you. It can help you with further study 
and prepare you for the world of work.

The GCSE course consists of 
two components

• Portfolio: A sustained project and a 
selection of further work completed 
over 3 terms. This is worth 60% of 
your overall marks.

• Externally set assignment: You 
will choose one out of seven tasks 
featured on the exam paper. You 
get preparation time, plus ten hours 
of supervised time. This is worth 
40% of your total marks.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Students have the opportunity to visit 
a major art gallery throughout the year, 
where they observe and analyse artist 
work relevant to their project. A trip 
abroad is offered to expand students’ 
knowledge and understanding of 
different types of art and artists.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD 

Encouraging students to work outside 
of class to develop their portfolio 
by recording through drawing and 
photography as well as visiting further 
galleries/locations to expand their 
project.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

The skills you gain in art and design 
make it a great complement to other 
subjects. You will develop problem 
solving, creative thinking, investigation, 
research, communication and teamwork 
skills, and gain the ability to develop, 
refine and present ideas. You will also 
be able to explore different approaches 
to art and use lots of different media, 
techniques and materials.

Alongside improving your practical 
expertise, you’ll learn how to:

• Develop, refine and record your 
ideas 

• Present a personal response that 
realises your intentions

• Improve your creative skills through 
the effective and safe use of media, 
materials, techniques, processes 
and technologies

• Successfully use visual language 
and the formal elements eg colour, 
line, form, shape, tone, texture

• Use drawing skills for different 
needs and purposes.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact: 

Ms Jardim

s.jardim@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
art-and-design/gcse/art-and-
design-8201-8206
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BIOLOGY IGCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Homework will be set weekly and is 
varied in format. It gives either an 
opportunity to practise a recently 
learned skill (such as calculations 
relevant to a key practical) or to pre 
learn new course content ahead of 
a lesson. Being able to answer exam 
questions appropriately is key to 
success in the subject so practise exam 
questions are also used regularly in 
homework activities.

BIOLOGY IGCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

The course is split into five topics, some 
of which have already been taught in 
year 9. The first two topics cover the 
variety of living things on earth and 
how the structure of a living organism 
(different cell types, tissues and organs) 
allows them to function. You will learn 
how to sample cells from different living 
things and observe them through the 
microscope before learning to recognise 
different cell types by identifying key 
defining features. You will also study 
the importance of different biological 
molecules such as carbohydrates and 
proteins as well as a topic on plant 
physiology. 

The two topics towards the end of the 
course focus on biology on a larger 
scale. First we study the interactions 
between organisms and the rules which 
govern ecology. Finally, we look at how 
the use of biological resources in fields 
such as biotechnology, conservation 
and food production can impact our 
environment.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Biology is all around us and you should 
expect some learning time outside the 
classroom. The Natural History Museum, 
London Zoo and Kew gardens are 
exciting visits which will give real life 
context to your learning. A trip to a rural 
fieldwork centre will also be used to 
teach sampling and fieldwork skills. It is 
likely that this trip will be residential.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Pupils use exercise books to take 
notes in class and student sheets for 
information. The EBook and CGP 
practise question books are provided as 
part of the course and provide a bank 
of exam style questions. There are also 
several revision guides available which 
we can recommend.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact: 

Ms Latif

j.latif@kps.co.uk

Useful website
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-international-
gcses/international-gcse-biology-2017.
html

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

The course content will be 
supplemented with the learning of 
key practical and investigation skills 
to equip you as a competent scientist. 
The ability to plan, carry out, analyse 
and evaluate a full investigation are 
a requirement of the course and will 
be assessed in the examinations. The 
course, therefore, is largely practical 
based, with several opportunities to use 
laboratory equipment and learn how 
to analyse data. Course notes will be 
accessed and edited on your computer 
so that a bank of digital resources are 
built up over the two years. This also 
makes it very easy for pupils to catch 
up missed lessons or access notes from 
previous topics. Extended written work 
and homework is completed in your 
exercise book. A biology IGCSE gives 
you access to a wide variety of careers 
in the biosciences such as medicine, 
engineering, sports and research.
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BUSINESS
HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Students will be expected to complete 
one homework assignment per week. 
This may be a written task in preparation 
for their theme 1 or 2 exam, or it could 
be a practical task in the form of a 
Young Enterprise challenge that they will 
take part in.

CONTENT

The GCSE consists of two themes: 
theme 1 “Investigating Small Business” 
and theme 2 “Building a Business”. 
Students will sit two 90 minute exams 
at the end of the course, one on each 
theme.

Theme 1 concentrates on the key 
business concepts, issues and skills 
involved in starting and running a small 
business. It provides a framework for 
students to explore core concepts 
through the lens of an entrepreneur 
setting up a business. In this theme, 
students will be introduced to local 
and national business contexts and will 
develop an understanding of how these 
contexts impact business behaviour and 
decisions. 

Theme 2 examines how a business 
develops beyond the start-up phase. It 
focuses on the key business concepts, 
issues and decisions used to grow a 
business, with emphasis on aspects 
of marketing, operations, finance 
and human resources. Theme 2 also 
considers the impact of the wider world 
on the decisions a business makes as it 
grows. In this theme, students will be 
introduced to global business contexts 

and will learn how different scenarios 
that happen globally impact a business’s 
strategy.

TRIPS AND VISITS

We aim to take advantage of our 
location and the wide array of 
opportunities that London offers. 
Although trips vary each year depending 
on availability and student preference, 
they may include visits to places such 
as the Bank of England, Innocent 
Smoothies or Wembley Stadium.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Encourage your son or daughter to read 
the business section of newspapers and 
of websites such as BBC News. At the 
beginning of the course students will 
be introduced to business podcasts 
and YouTube channels which will assist 
them with their studies. There are 
also business related TV shows such 
as Dragons Den and The Apprentice 
which include much business theory that 
will be covered in the duration of the 
course.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

This qualification in business will enable 
students to understand more about 
the business world and motivate and 
challenge students, and prepare them to 
make informed decisions about further 
study and career pathways. GCSE 
Business provides a strong foundation 
for employment, with students 
progressing, with further training, to a 
wide range of careers training such as 
banking, sales, product management 
and general management.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Mr McKenna

g.mckenna@kps.co.uk

Useful website:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/
content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/
specification-and-sample-assessments/
GCSE_Business_Spec_2017.pdf
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CHEMISTRY IGCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Homework is assigned once a week 
in a variety of formats and forms an 
important part of the course. Each 
assignment is designed to supplement 
class teaching and is an opportunity for 
students to gain exam practice.

CHEMISTRY IGCSE 
COURSE CONTENT

The course students will be following 
is the Edexcel International GCSE, 
which is assessed completely through 
examination. The course is split into 
4 main topics. The first topic covers 
the principles of chemistry, where 
students will gain key knowledge and 
understanding that can be applied to 
other areas within chemistry. Students 

will learn about the structure of the atom 
and the modern periodic table as well 
as how to build chemical equations for 
a variety of reactions. The final 3 topics 
cover the main branches of chemistry: 
inorganic chemistry, physical chemistry 
and organic chemistry. In these topics, 
students will cover material from 
acids and bases to rates of reaction 
to synthetic polymers with a particular 
focus on the real-life application of these 
topics.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Chemistry is often described as the 
central science because it links biology 
and physics. Trips to the London science 
museum and The Royal Institution, whilst 
also exciting, will aim to show students 
the cross-links between the sciences.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Along with the notes and in-class 
resources, students have access to 
the Edexcel IGCSE Chemistry student 
e-book on their tablets as well as the 
CGP workbooks which provide a variety 
of questions in exam format to further 
cement understanding.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact: 

Mr Valente

m.valente@kps.co.uk

Useful website
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-international-
gcses/international-gcse-chemistry-2017.
html

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

Chemistry is a practical subject and all 
students will have the opportunity to 
supplement their course content with 
a large range of practical activities 
on top of the core practicals for the 
exam. Students will learn how to use 
specialized lab equipment, utilize key 
scientific practices and analyse and 
interpret data. Each student will be 
provided with a file, which they can add 
their notes. This will make it very easy 
for pupils to stay organized and catch up 
on any missed work.
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 
IGCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS
Classical civilisation homework consists 
typically of a few study questions aimed 
at developing the students’ analytical 
skills; the evidence in question could be 
literary (a passage of a play, an excerpt 
by an ancient historian...), visual (a 
painting, a temple, a sculptural detail…).

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 
GCSE COURSE CONTENT
In classical civilisation, the pupils study 
elements of the literature and visual/
material culture of ancient Greece and 
Rome and develop an understanding 
of their social, historical and cultural 
contexts. 

They also develop the analytical and 
critical skills used to interpret various 
kinds of evidence (literary, historical, 
architectural…) learning to present their 

thoughts and knowledge clearly and 
effectively. 

The modules are designed to work 
comparatively, showing the similarities, 
the differences, and the connections 
between the two ancient civilisations. 

Throughout the curriculum the students 
also learn to appreciate the influence of 
the classics on specific works in modern 
literature, art, and culture.

TRIPS AND VISITS
We are currently unable to arrange 
any trips but we hope to have the 
opportunity to do so next academic year

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
Reading ancient works in translation, as 
well as audiobooks and podcasts (e.g. In 
our time, on various ancient topics) are 
great entryways into ancient literature. 
Direct contact with all that London’s 
theatres and galleries offer in connection 
with ancient culture is extremely 
recommended!

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Cebon

n.cebon@kps.co.uk

Useful website
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse/classical-civilisation-j199-
from-2017/

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION
The classical civilisation course is an 
excellent entryway into the fascinating 
worlds of ancient Greece and Rome. 
Its parallel focus on Greece and Rome 
supplies the student with comparative 
skills and allows for a greater 
appreciation of the influence of ancient 
culture on our modern world. 

The study of ancient culture is an 
incredible opportunity to observe the 
development of ideas across the history 
of humanity: from poetry and drama to 
mathematics and philosophy, ancient 
Greece has a lasting impact on today’s 
world; the ability to see and appreciate 
this impact is a gift that will last a life-
time.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE 
HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Homework is typically either a practical 
programming task to create or debug 
(fix) an App. Homework questions are 
created to match the style of questions 
found in the OCR GCSE program. The 
aim is to solidify pupils understanding 
of computational logic and key terms 
and to utilise the skills they have learnt 
in lessons. Pupils will also build upon 
their programming skills with a set task 
controlled assessment. The controlled 
assessments aim is to consolidate 
pupils programming skills into one large 
project.

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
GCSE COURSE CONTENT

The course is broadly split into 
Computer Systems (40%), Algorithms & 
Programming (40%) and a Programming 
Project (20%) where students make their 
own App.

Students are taught the 60% 
programming content through a range 
of practical tasks, this means students 
will routinely build Apps in class and 
for homework for a variety of platforms. 
This skill will be applicable far beyond 
the Computing GCSE course. 

Pupils will be building skills using Python 
a programming language that is moving 
into many areas of industry including 
networking, web design and artificial 
intelligence. There will be provision for 
pupils to use other popular languages 
such as C++, C# and Java and pupils 
can undertake the programming project 
in these or other languages if they so 
wish. 

At the end of year 11 students sit two 
90-minute written papers and submit 
their Programming Project. Computer 
Systems (Paper 1 40%) covers Hardware, 
Software, Networks and Systems 
Security, and Paper 2 (40%) covers 
Computational Thinking, Algorithms 
and Programming leaving the 20% 
Programming Project.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Students can be entered into the 
Informatics Olympiad, the BAFTA Young 
Game Designers award, attend Robotics 
courses and visit the Wired tech festival.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Assignments are posted to Microsoft 
Teams and links to them are posted 
onto Firefly.

For theory topics, there are PG Online 
resources with relevant course content 
that are posted to firefly, with additional 
support content.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

For students considering a career in a 
STEM area, Computer Science is listed 
as a “desirable” A Level qualification 
for any University courses in science, 
engineering, medicine, maths and IT 
subjects. 

Computing straddles so many subjects 
due in large part to the need to build 
simulations that assist in the modelling 
and analysis of real world phenomena in 
virtual, rather than real space. 

Students not wishing to pursue 
Computing beyond the GCSE will still 
have transferable App-building skills that 
will set them apart and can be applied 
to any practical purpose they wish.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Mr Sundaram

s.sundaram@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/
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DRAMA GCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Students will be expected to complete 
one piece of homework a week. This will 
be in preparation for Unit 1, the written 
part of their examination.

DRAMA GCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

The course is split into three sections 
and covers a variety of areas of 
performance

Unit 1: Open book written exam. 80 
marks, 40% of the qualification. Students 
will:

• Gain knowledge and understanding 
of drama and theatre

• Study of one set play from a choice 
of six practically and theoretically.

• Analyse and evaluate the work of 
live theatre makers

Unit 2: Devising unit. Internal 
assessment. 80 marks, 40% of the 
qualification. Students will:

• Participate in the process of 
creating a devised drama

• Create and devise a performance 
(which may contribute as performer 
or designer)

• Analyse and evaluate own work

Unit 3: Texts in Practice. External 
assessment. 40 marks, 20% of the 
qualification. Students will:

• Perform two extracts from one play 
of their choice

• Students may contribute as a 
performer or designer

TRIPS AND VISITS 

The class will attend theatre trips, 
backstage tours and participate in 
workshops from both internal and 
external providers.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Go to the theatre and encourage your 
child to analyse and evaluate what they 
have seen. Focus not just on whether 
they liked it, but why they had that view.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

GCSE Drama is a largely practical 
course, in which, students are given the 
opportunity to harness their creativity 
and improve their teamwork. 

The specification promotes involvement 
in and enjoyment of drama, as 
performers and/or designers. 

At KPS, the student’s classroom will be 
our exceptionally equipped theatre. 
Lessons will mainly run as practical 
workshops that will improve their skill 
levels and provide them with techniques 
which they can then apply to their own 
theatre making process. 

Additionally, it provides opportunity 
to attend live theatre performances 
and to develop skills as informed and 
thoughtful audience members.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Piggott

a.piggott@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/
gcse/drama-8261
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FRENCH GCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS
Homework is set once a week and 
should approximately take 40 minutes. 
It will be a mix of reading, writing, 
and translation activities. This can also 
include cultural projects.

FRENCH GCSE COURSE 
CONTENT
Over two years, we will be studying 
three main themes: identity and 
culture, local, national, international, 
and global areas of interest, and finally 
current and future education and 
employment. These themes include 
topics such as technology in everyday 
life, environment, healthy and unhealthy 
eating, and much more. 

Studying French at GCSE level allows 
pupils to discover more about French 
grammar alongside culture in France 

and French-speaking countries. It gives 
them an insight into how Christmas and 
Easter are celebrated in these countries, 
and they also learn about how the 
French government is helping homeless 
people, for example. 

Arguably, learning a language nowadays 
is essential, and hugely beneficial for 
future employment.

TRIPS AND VISITS
A French trip is organised at the end of 
the year to the South of France where 
students have French lessons in the 
morning and cultural activities in the 
afternoon.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
To support your child during this course, 
you can quiz them on vocabulary and 
grammar concepts. You can also make 
dictations which will help them with 
French spelling and accents.

HAVE A QUESTION?
Please contact:

Ms Dano

j.dano@kps.co.uk

Usefull website
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/gcse/french-8658

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION
The French GCSE exam is divided in 
four skills: reading, writing, listening and 
speaking. Each skill is worth 25% in the 
exam. 

All of the skills are assessed in each end 
of unit test so the students are ready for 
the final exam. 

We will be using AQA as an exam 
board, and more information is available 
at https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/gcse/french-8658
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE
HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

To build on what is discussed in lessons, 
homework usually involves practise 
questions and reading recent news 
articles showing how the topics covered 
relate to real world events.

GEOGRAPHY GCSE 
COURSE CONTENT

The course is in three sections: the UK, 
the Planet and Geographical Skills.

The UK module covers the physical 
landscapes of the country, including 
coastal landscapes and river processes; 
the causes and consequences of a 
changing UK population, as well as a 
detailed study of life in London; and 
environmental challenges ranging from 
extreme weather events to using our 
natural resources sustainably. 

The planet module looks at various 
ecosystems around the world, with a 
focus on tropical rainforests and coral 
reefs; development variations across 
the globe, with a detailed case study 
of Ethiopia; and environmental threats 
to the planet, from climate change to 
natural weather hazards such as drought. 

There is also a module in geographical 
skills and fieldwork, which includes 
both human and physical geography 
investigations.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Fieldwork is a compulsory part of 
Geography GCSE. On previous trips 
we have measured erosional processes 
in the River Chess in Buckinghamshire, 
studied sea defences in Essex and 
spent a day in Nine Elms, identifying 
regeneration.”

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Watching, reading and discussing 
the news puts their studies at school 
into context. Students are frequently 
surprised that what we study is occurring 
in real life!

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

The geography course is very 
contemporary and relates to everyday 
life, both in the UK and around the 
globe, helping you understand the 
world in which you live. 

The broad range of topics explored 
means that it supports your studies in 
science and arts subjects. 

Building your understanding of the 
wider world around you is useful for 
a variety of future careers, including 
working in international development, 
travel and environmental and 
sustainable work.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Martin

p.martin@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse/geography-a-geographical-
themes-j383-from-2016/
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HISTORY IGCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

The tasks are targeted at developing the 
students’ skills to reach substantiated 
judgements regarding the historical 
events taught as well as to guide them 
through the process of interpreting and 
contextualising sources.

HISTORY IGCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

The Cambridge IGCSE in history offers 
a broad insight into 20th century 
international relations. 

The specification covers the years 1919 
to 2000. The students cover seven 
chapters in Core Content and one 
chapter from the Depth Studies. 

The core content focuses on seven Key 
Questions: 

• Were the peace treaties of 1919–23 
fair?

• To what extent was the League of 
Nations a success?

• Why had international peace 
collapsed by 1939?

• Who was to blame for the Cold 
War?

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

The course encourages learners to 
raise questions and to develop and 
deploy historical skills, knowledge 
and understanding in order to provide 
historical explanations.

Pupils will explore history from a 
diversity of perspectives, including 
social, economical, cultural and political, 
and are given the opportunity to: 

• develop an interest in and 
enthusiasm for learningabout and 
understanding the past

• explore historical concepts such as 
cause andconsequence, change 
and continuity, and similarity 
anddifference

• appreciate historical evidence and 
how to use it

• gain a greater understanding 
of international issues andinter-
relationships

• learn how to present clear, logical 
arguments

• How effectively did the United 
States contain the spread of 
Communism?

• How secure was the USSR’s control 
over Eastern Europe,1948–c.1989?

• Why did events in the Gulf matter, 
c.1970–2000?

In the Depth Study the students explore 
Germany from the end of the First World 
War until the defeat of Nazi Germany in 
1945.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Given the proximity to numerous 
museums and historically significant 
sites, trips will be organised to allow 
pupils to gain a deeper understanding 
of the context and emotions of 
the topics being studied. Typically 
The Imperial War Museum and The 
Battlefields will be a good starting point.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

We are extremely lucky to be based in 
London, a city full of Museums, libraries 
and home of the National Archives! 
It is highly recommended to visit the 
Imperial War Museum, especially the 
First World War rooms and the ‘Peace 
and Security’ exhibition. Parents could 
also encourage students to watch videos 
and documentaries that shed light on 
different aspects of the events taught 
and stimulate further independent study.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Agravat

l.agravat@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.cambridgeinternational.
org/programmes-and-qualifications/
cambridge-igcse-history-9-1-0977/
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HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Latin homework consists usually of short 
translations, grammatical exercises, 
or a piece of literary interpretation. 
Occasionally students will be asked to 
analyse other types of evidence (e.g. 
visual evidence, like a temple or a 
mosaic).

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Reading ancient works in translation, as 
well as audiobooks and podcasts (e.g. 
In our time, on various ancient topics) 
are great entryways into Latin literature. 
Direct contact with all that London’s 
theatres and galleries offer in connection 
with ancient culture is extremely 
recommended!

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

By teaching students about the essential 
constituents of language as a construct, 
Latin, like ancient Greek, provides an 
excellent framework for the study of 
modern languages, and not just those 
derived from Latin. Most of all, the 
study of ancient culture – especially 
when sustained by the ability to read 
texts in the original – is an incredible 
opportunity to observe the development 
of ideas across the history of humanity: 
from poetry and drama to mathematics 
and philosophy, ancient Rome has a 
lasting impact on today’s world; the 
ability to see and appreciate this impact 
is a gift that will last a life-time.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Cebon

n.cebon@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/
gcse/latin-j282-from-2016/

They also develop the analytical 
and critical skills used to interpret 
various kinds of evidence (literary, but 
also historical, and architectural…) 
learning to present their thoughts and 
knowledge clearly and effectively.

TRIPS AND VISITS

We are currently unable to arrange 
any trips but we hope to have the 
opportunity to do so next academic year

LATIN GCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

At GCSE, pupils strengthen their 
knowledge of Latin, developing their 
knowledge and understanding of the 
vocabulary, syntax and accidence of this 
ancient language. 

Through the careful linguistic and literary 
study of original texts, the students learn 
about the Roman world, its history, its 
art, its values and its culture. 

LATIN GCSE 
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MANDARIN IGCSE
HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Mandarin homework consists usually 
of speaking and listening exercises, 
character writing exercises, sentence 
translations, grammatical exercises, 
reading comprehension exercises 
and short essay writing. Occasionally 
students will be asked to do 
comprehensive project work on certain 
topics.

MANDARIN IGCSE 
COURSE CONTENT

The course is designed for pupils who 
took up Chinese in Year 9 and who are 
learning Mandarin Chinese as a foreign 
language. 

The aim is to develop an ability to use 
the language effectively for purposes of 
practical communication. We follow the 
Edexcel specification for International 
GCSE. All four skills (reading, writing, 
speaking and listening) are assessed in 
examinations in Year 11 at the end of 
the course. Students are expected to 
acquire knowledge and understanding 
of a variety of Chinese vocabulary and 
basic grammar during the course. 

Pupils will learn to read and write 
characters, and will also be introduced 
to the art of calligraphy. We will be 
using audio-visual and online resources 
complement the Jinbu and Edexcel 
GCSE textbook. The history, current 
affairs and culture of China will also form 
part of the course.

TRIPS AND VISITS

We offer a trip to China during school 
holidays annually if there is a viable 
number of participants. There are also 
places within London we will visit during 
school days which allow students to 
practise the language acquired and 
have deeper understanding towards 
the culture and society, such as Chinese 
restaurants, China town, British museum 
and so on.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Making a regular revision schedule 
with your child is an excellent first 
step. Mandarin study requires a lot 
repetition when it comes to memorising 
vocabulary and character writing. 
Revising for a short amount of time daily 
with Quizlet/Skritter is proved to be very 
helpful. Chinese newspapers, books, 
Podcasts and TV/films of the appropriate 
level are also highly recommended.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

The course requires students to develop 
their knowledge of vocabulary and 
structures on the following topics: 
home and abroad; education and 
employment; house, home and daily 
routines; the modern world and the 
environment; social activities, fitness and 
health. 

For GCSE assessment, The Edexcel 
International GCSE in Chinese consists 
of three externally-examined papers: 
Listening (25%), Reading and Writing 
(50%) and Speaking (25%). All papers 
will be externally assessed. 

Mandarin Chinese is the most widely 
spoken language in the world, and is 
seen as important for young people 
in the UK to master in order for the 
country to remain globally competitive 
in the future. Young people with an 
understanding of China will be better 
prepared for the international workplace 
and the society of the future.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Huang

c.huang@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-international-
gcses/international-gcse-chinese-2017.
html
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MUSIC GCSE
HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

• Listening to set music and wider 
repertoire 

• Musical score analysis

• History of Music

• Instrument/Voice

• Practice

• Theory of music

• Composition

MUSIC GCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

This qualification is linear which means 
that students will sit all their exams and 
submit all their non-exam assessment at 
the end of the course.

• Understanding Music: Western 
classical tradition 1650 - 
1910;Popular music; Traditional 
music; Western classical 
traditionsince 1910

• Performing Music: One 
performance must be as a 
soloist andone piece must be 
as part of an ensemble lasting 
a combinedminimum of four 
minutes. The performance as 
part of anensemble must last 
for a minimum of one minute. 

Repertoirewill be determined by the 
student and teacher,and can be in 
anychosen style or genre.

• Composing Music: Students 
must learn how to develop 
musicalideas,including extending 
and manipulating musical 
themeseand compose music that 
is musically convincing through 
twocompositions. One must be in 
response to an externally set brief 
(Composition 1) and the other a 
free composition (Composition2). 
The combined duration of the 
compositions must be aminimum of 
three minutes.

TRIPS AND VISITS

Visits include the Royal Academy of 
Music, Royal College of Music, Barbican 
Centre, Royal Festival Hall & Royal 
Albert Hall.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Encourage your child to work to a high 
standard on their instrument, through 
regular practice and performance.

Listen to and appreciate a wide range of 
music, including classical music.

Develop a confident ability in music 
theory prior by year 10

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

Students who embark on the GCSE 
music programme should have a 
minimum of grade three on one 
instrument and be preparing for 
higher grades.GCSE music students 
are expected to take part in the choir 
and other ensembles which suit their 
instrument.They are expected to fully 
take part in the musical life of the school 
through concerts, shows & musicals, 
recitals and other events.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Mr Gosden, Deputy Head

s.gosden@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/
gcse/music-8271
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE) 
GCSE
HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Homework will often involve the use of 
techology in sport. This can be through 
the use of apps, social media, the 
internet and sport analysis programs. 

These platforms will be used to analyse 
elite sports performers and our own 
individual performance to evaluate and 
improve.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
GCSE COURSE CONTENT

Studying PE as a GCSE exam involves 
being assessed in two sports, which 
is worth 40% of your grade, and the 
theoretical underpinnings of physical 
activity and exercise, which equates to 
60% of your final grade.

In theory lessons, you will learn about:

• Anatomy and physiology

• Movement analysis

• Training methods

• Sports psychology

• Socio-cultural influences and well-
being

• Commercialisation of Sport

• Health, fitness and well-being 

Your physical activity (NEA practical 
performance), you will:

• Perform skills and techniques in two 
sports

• Perform in a competitive situation in 
two sports

• Analysis and evaluate your 
performance

TRIPS AND VISITS 

GCSE PE students can expect to visit 
local university science labs to see 
sports science being used in action. 
Visits to premiership football stadiums 
also allow students to see other 
influences on sport such as the media 
and sponsorship. GCSE PE students are 
also encouraged to represent the school 
in sports fixtures.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

Ensure your child is physically active, 
both in and out of school. Ask them 
to tell you about their course and 
what they have learnt in lessons. 
Also, watching sport as a spectator 
together as a family will encourage your 
child to talk about the psychological, 
sociological and physiological aspects 
of sport and exercise.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

Studying GCSE PE can lead to:

• A level PE

• Sports Leadership and 
Coaching Awards

• Sports Science 
degrees

• Sports 
psychology and 
coaching
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• Sports Business Management

• Fitness Instructing and Personal 
Training

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Farmer

h.farmer@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
physical-education/gcse/physical-
education-8582
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PHYSICS IGCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Homework is used to develop concepts 
taught in class, allowing you to 
investigate and research new topics 
and requiring you to use your analytical 
skills to solve problems. With these 
skills you’ll be able to test out new ideas 
plus question and investigate other 
people’s theories. Past exam questions 
are sometimes set for homework in 
order to build confidence and familiarity, 
with their questions being clear and 
straightforward.

PHYSICS IGCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

The course is divided into eight main 
topics: forces and motion, electricity, 
waves, energy resources & energy 
transfer, solids, liquids and gases, 
magnetism and electromagnetism, 
radioactivity and particles, astrophysics. 
You started the course in Year 9 with the 
topics of forces and motion (1), waves, 
electric charge and magnetism already 
covered. As you will have experienced, 
the course builds on from KS3 work and 
includes many practical investigations, 
some of which are core practicals and 
can be referred to in exam questions. 
These are designed to re-inforce 
learning in order to develop skills such 
as analysis, synthesis and evaluation.

The IGCSE exams consist of 2 papers. 
Paper 1 is 2 hours long and has total of 
110 marks. Paper 2 is 1 hour 15 minutes 
and has a total of 70 marks.

TRIPS AND VISITS 

Physics is everywhere. Visiting 
interesting exhibits in local places such 
as the Science Museum and Design 
Museum on Kensington High Street 
will expand your knowledge and 
understanding of the world around you. 
The Royal Institute also hold fantastic 
lectures on all sorts of topics.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD 

Pupil booklets, calculations, application 
ideas and worked example questions 
are also included. Pupils unite their 
answers with extension work and text 
book chapter questions at the end of 
the booklet. These booklets compile to 
give a comprehensive set of notes from 
Y9-11. Alongside this there is the pupil 
EBook, CGP practice questions which 
will be used as part of the course and 
revision guides. You will also be pointed 
to relevant revision sites on the internet.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

Physics is a useful subject for the 
majority of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and maths) careers. 

It is especially helpful for jobs 
that involve building things and 
developing new technologies, 
including: engineering (flight, buildings, 
space etc.), astronomy, robotics, 
renewable energies, computer 
science, communications, space 
exploration, science writing, sports 
and games technology, research and 
nanotechnology (engineering on a tiny 
molecular scale).

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Mr Telford

j.telford@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-international-
gcses/international-gcse-physics-2017.
html
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Homework usually consists of a rotation 
between reading for an upcoming 
lesson or writing an essay. This is 
because lessons are mainly used for 
discussing key issues.

TRIPS AND VISITS

(TBC)

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

AQA have produced a fantastic series of 
textbooks, which are the predominant 
resource. Students have access to digital 
versions on their tablets.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES GCSE 
COURSE CONTENT

GCSE Religious Studies should not be 
thought of as a course solely about 
religion. Over two years, there is an 
equal split between philosophy, ethics, 
and religion. 

Students will be challenged with 
questions about belief, values, meaning, 
purpose and truth, enabling them to 
develop their own attitudes towards 
religious issues. 

In the first year, students will study 
Christianity and oneother major world 
religion, examining core teachings and 
practices. In the second year, students 
study four religious, philosophical and 
ethical themes: (1) Religion, human 
rights, and social justice (2) Religion, 
crime and punishment (3) The existence 
of God and revelation (4) Religion and 
life.

These themes require students to 
grapple with both secular and religious 
views.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

Formal assessment will be carried out by 
exam. The first year content (component 
1) is assessed through one 1 hour 45 
minute exam.

There are 96 marks, plus 6 for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar (SPaG). This is 
worth 50% of the GCSE. Both religions 
have a common structure of two five-
part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 
marks. Each religion is marked out of 48.

The second year content (component 
2) is assessed in an almost identical 
manner. However, each theme is 
marked out of 24. This means they have 
a common structure of one five-part 
question of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Mr Travers

m.travers@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
religious-studies/gcse/religious-
studies-a-8062
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SPANISH GCSE

HOMEWORK AND 
EXTENSION TASKS

Homework is set once a week and 
should approximately take 40 minutes. 
It will be a mix of reading, writing, 
and translation activities. This can also 
include cultural projects.

TRIPS AND VISITS 

Next academic year, we are hoping to 
plan trips to Spain and organise visits to 
the library of El Insituto Cervantes.

TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD

To support your child during this course, 
you can quiz them on vocabulary and 
grammar concepts. You can also make 
dictations which will help them with 
Spanish spelling and accents.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION

The Spanish GCSE exam is divided in 
four skills: reading, writing, listening and 
speaking. 

Each skill is worth 25% in the exam. All 
of the skills are assessed in each end of 
unit test so the students are ready for 
the ultimate exam. 

We will be using AQA as an exam 
board, more information is available 
at https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/gcse/spanish-8698

SPANISH GCSE COURSE 
CONTENT

Over two years, we will be studying 
three main themes: identity and culture, 
local, national, international, and global 
areas of interest, and finally current and 
future education and employment. 

These themes include topics such 
as technology in everyday life, 
environment, healthy and unhealthy 
eating, and much more. Studying 
Spanish at GCSE level allows pupils to 
discover more about Spanish grammar 
and culture in Spain and Spanish-

speaking countries. It gives them an 
insight into how Christmas and Easter 
are celebrated in these countries, for 
example. 

Learning a language nowadays is 
essential seeing how easy travelling and 
communicating has become.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Please contact:

Ms Kallan

i.kallan@kps.co.uk

Useful website

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
languages/gcse/french-8658
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