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INSPIRECHALLENGEEXCITE
From Languages Week to 
NASA touching down at KPS, 
a stimulating programme of 
events inside and outside the 
classroom!

Success in RSC Chemistry Olympiad, the 
National Maths Challenge, and another 
impressive year for GCSE and A Level 
results, with leavers securing top university 
offers in summer 2021.

A thriving co-curricular 
programme to motivate 
students even during 
remote learning
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Welcome to  
Kensington Park School.  

In our school, we want students to 
acquire the confidence to aspire to 
become the best possible version 
of themselves; in doing so they will 
flourish and achieve goals which will 
exceed their dreams. In an increasingly 
results driven society, it can be easy 
to lose sight of the individual child 
and neglect the rounded and broad 
education that young people deserve 
and which will support them in 
becoming balanced and resilient adults. 
Here at KPS we believe in the primacy 
of outstanding pastoral care and take 
every opportunity to deliver this – 
children learn best when they are feel 
happy, safe and respected.   

We are committed to preparing our 
students for the journey of life beyond 
Kensington Park School, which will 
be without the individual and focused 
support of teachers, tutors, pastoral 
staff, coaches and mentors. Transition 
through KPS is not simply ‘more of the 
same’, but rather it presents exciting 
new opportunities that stimulate 
aspiration, and in the process will 
ensure that the roots nurtured at each 
phase will provide confidence as they 
mature and ultimately give them the 
wings to fly when they leave.   

Life at KPS is always a partnership 
between the child, their parents, and 
the school. We want parents to be part 

Headmaster, Peter Middleton, 
reflects on the past year’s successes 

and achievements

Message from Headmaster

I hope that through reading our 
magazine, you will gain a flavour of 
KPS and of the purpose, drive and 
sheer enjoyment of a KPS education. 
As always, I encourage you to come and 
visit us in person. 

At KPS, we are passionate about 
enabling young people to fulfil their 
potential: students at KPS should 
be excited, challenged and inspired, 
and unconstrained by preconceived 
expectations. Our staff will support the 
development of each individual child 
so that students acquire confidence in 
their own ability, and in the process 
discover their strengths, recognise their 
weaknesses and make the most of their 
talents. 

I believe that the excellence of 
academic and co-curricular provision 
are at the heart of an outstanding 
education, and crucially that this is 
only realised if they are inextricably 
bound together by strong community 
values and ethos. The community at 
Kensington Park School is centered 
on each individual and values 
such as kindness, moral integrity, 
responsibility and a sense of service. 
At KPS we focus on the shared values 
of decency, harmony and trust within 
our community, so that they will endure 
within individuals when they leave.   

of this journey and you will be actively 
included in your child’s education – 
this is a joint collaboration between 
home and school and it is key that we 
work together. The will enable us all to 
ensure that your sons and daughters 
are supported appropriately at every 
turn and that they feel comfortable, 
respected, safe and secure in their 
environment. 

We expect our students to take an 
active role in their own education, and 
take responsibility for it, not simply 
allowing others to educate you.  From 
challenge and inspiration in the 
classroom to a vast range of different 
co-curricular activities, there is a huge 
breadth of opportunity available here. 
Our role is to help our students to 
navigate these options, to make the 
most of every day, and to have a lot of 
fun along the way. 

I hope this introduction to KPS has 
given you an insight into what life is 
like here in our modern, innovative and 
welcoming school, and look forward 
to meeting you a one of our Open 
Evenings. 

J Peter Middleton  MA (Oxon) 
Headmaster
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Art
During the summer term, Arts Week 
exhibited talent in abundance, with the 
Summer Concert, Live Lounge event, 
and African Drumming Workshop 
proving particularly popular. Students, 
staff and parents even enjoyed an 
interactive life drawing session, with 
participants working both individually 
and as part of a collective group to 
create their own personal artworks. 
What a fantastic end to the year!

Creative Arts
The Creative Arts Faculty at KPS has had another wonderful year, 
successfully hosting numerous events, competitions and concerts, 
including our very first Arts Week. Despite the challenges posed by the 
pandemic and remote learning, the Music, Art, and Drama departments 
have worked together to demonstrate that there are many different 
ways to be creative, and that it is possible to explore the performing 
arts even when traditional means are unavailable.



@KPS @KPS

8 9

C
reative A

rts C
re

at
iv

e A
rts

Drama 
Despite the restrictions placed on the performing arts 
by Covid 19, KPS students found new ways to celebrate 
drama and the stage! 

In the autumn term, award-winning playwright Ed Harris 
conducted several remote radio drama workshops for 
students in Years 7 to 11 - a brilliant example of how 
technology has played an active and positive role in our 
teaching and learning this year. Currently commissioned 
at the National Theatre, Ed has written a series of 
critically-acclaimed radio plays, leading to a number of 
award successes. During Ed’s workshops, students learnt 

about the foundations of creating and performing a radio 
drama, before using the techniques they had studied to 
write their own Christmas-themed radio plays. Students 
greatly enjoyed exploring the role of a foley artist and 
devising mini radio plays in groups. A huge thank you 
to Ed for joining us, and well done to all our budding 
screenwriters!

Music 
It has been a great year to showcase 
the gifted musicians of KPS. In the 
classroom, students have explored 
a diverse range of projects under 
the main umbrellas of listening, 
composing and performing. During 
‘virtual KPS’, students used new music 
software and composed imaginative 
responses to Programme Music (Year 
7), Canons (Year 8) and Minimalism 
(Year 9). Transitioning back into the 
classroom, students composed their 
own music to original advertisements 
in small groups while studying Music 
and Media. The summer term was an 
opportunity to focus on performance, 
with a special spotlight on Disney Film 
Music. Key Stage 3 students practiced 
performing songs in groups from the 
different Disney eras: a fantastic show 
of confidence and skill from all!

Outside of the classroom, our 
instrumental staff have prepared 
students for numerous events, 
including GCSE performances 
and external examinations. We 
welcomed new peripatetic music 
teachers, expanding the breadth of 
our instrumental tuition, and saw 
increasing numbers of students sign 
up to music lessons each term. Our 
ensembles have worked diligently to 
make the most of each rehearsal in 
preparation for their performances 
throughout the year, with wonderful 
results. The autumn and spring term 
House Music Competitions showcased 
the high level of musicality and 
discipline among our students. As well 
as the judges’ vote, a student vote was 
also introduced this year, and Fleet 
House came out triumphant on both 
occasions: a thoroughly well-deserved 
victory. During ‘Virtual KPS’, students 
successfully composed a music video of 
'Something Inside so Strong', recording 
the various parts remotely and working 
together to put forward an uplifting 
message for the term ahead. 
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Creative Writing Competition Success
Once again, KPS English students are to be congratulated 
for their tremendous creative writing successes! Over the 
year, our students took part in several creative writing 
competitions, including Let It Snow, SOS Sagas: Missing, and 
Spine Chillers, with students’ work being published in the 
competition anthologies!

Organized by the Young Writers Association, a company 
devoted to promoting creative writing for young people, 
the Let It Snow, SOS Sagas: Missing, and Spine Chillers 
competitions invited students from across the UK to compose 
poems and short stories using excellent literary techniques 
to wow their readers. The Young Writers Association choose 
their winners based on their imagination and creativity as 
well as their originality and use of language. Congratulations 
are due to all of our creative writers, with special mention 
going to those whose work will published:

Let It Snow: Zara (Y10) and Ahran (Y9)

SOS Sagas: Missing: Sebastian (Y9), Lillyclaire (Y9), 
Italia (Y9), Anais (Y9), Giulia (Y9), Ahran (Y9), Mia 
(Y9), Joe (Y9), Myla (Y10), Adela (Y10), Austin (Y10), 
Kamilah (Y10), Kitty (Y10), Evelina (Y10), Zara (Y10) 
and Lucas (Y10)

For the SOS Sagas: Missing competition, Kensington 
Park School crowned our own top three creative 
writers who will be receiving several house merits: 
Mia (Y9), Austin (Y10) and Kitty (Y10).

Sixth Form Essay Writing Competition
Over the course of the academic year, the English 
department at KPS organised a range of extra-curricular 
essay writing competitions, which saw some sophisticated 
and creative responses. The English Department also ran 
a weekly critical theory club, which saw students wrestle 
with hard-hitting academic questions and conceptual 
issues within the field of philosophy, literature and the 
broader place of the world in the 21st century. Some of 
the weekly texts featured excerpts from the philosopher 
Martin Heidegger, the anthropologists Claude Lévi-Strauss, 
the social theorist and feminist Hélène Cixous, and the 
critical theorist Michel Foucault, to name a few. The aim 
of the club is to spark the curiosity of those students who 
want to challenge and stretch themselves outside of the 
school syllabus and prepare themselves for the conceptual 
difficulties that lie ahead of them at University.

World Book Day
Every year, Kensington Park School fully embraces World 
Book Day and celebrates with our students, encouraging 
everyone to pick up a book and dive into a new world! Our 
students may have been working remotely, but they still 
relished the chance to celebrate World Book Day in style.

Our World Book Day celebrations were kick started with a 
special assembly in which several of our Library Champions 
read extracts from books that they like or are reading at the 
moment. We are very proud of all of the students who took 
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English and Languages 
For the English and Languages Faculty 
at KPS, it has been an exciting year of 
new projects and initiatives. From the 
introduction of ‘Between the Lines’, our first 
parents and staff book club, to a Languages 
Week packed full of exciting activities, 
the KPS community has continued to 
enjoy the world of literature, modern and 

ancient languages. During ‘virtual KPS’, 
Madame Dano, Miss Pickard and Miss 
Huang encouraged students to use their 
new learning environments as a fresh 
opportunity to build their language skills - 
even if that meant decorating their homes 
with post-it notes!

English
Languages Week
At the very start of the autumn term, KPS celebrated 
Languages Week! As a school with over 40 native languages 
spoken, this week-long celebration of our cosmopolitan 
environment was a brilliant opportunity for students and staff 
to learn more about the languages spoken and the cultures 
celebrated within our school community.

We kicked off the week’s celebrations with an assembly 
focusing on why language learning is so important, before 
Miss Wallace and her riddlers travelled back in time to the 
medieval period and realm of fantasy. As well as sharing 
riddles from the Lord of the Rings, students explored Old 
English riddles including one about a one-eyed garlic seller!  

Following Monday’s challenge of logic, students were excited 
to try our Languages Week Escape Room on Tuesday! Our 
keen linguists had to complete four tasks in order to crack the 
code and win house merits. A language quiz was followed by 
a detective game during which students had to find different 
ways of saying hello in various languages. Students then 
faced brain teasers with idioms, and finally had to use their 
best linguistic skills to complete sequences. You could feel the 
tension in the room - well done to all of our detectives!

On Wednesday, students took part in a Spanish/English 
Spelling Bee Competition, testing their language skills by 
correctly translating into Spanish (and spelling!) a series 
of English words. The competition was tough and students 
proved their ability to both translate and spell in a foreign 
language. The best score was 10 words in a minute - an 
impressive number! The competition highlighted the talent 
of KPS linguists who are both keen to learn and to challenge 
themselves.

The end of the week saw students take on the origami 
challenge, with Misha and Kateryna producing a terrier dog 
and blue whale respectively, and a disco on Friday hosted 
by Miss Cebon and featuring songs from Year 8's favourite 
Latin-speaking American, 'Egg Man'! Students hugely enjoyed 
dancing and singing along to his music, whilst also hearing 
what real Latin sounds like.

Favourites included: 

'et nil est' (You're Welcome, from Moana) 

'hic sub mari' (Under the Sea, from the Little Mermaid)

'horror nocturnus' (Thriller, by Michael Jackson)

Finally, as part of Languages Week, Miss Cebon hosted a 
Cooking Competition, with winning entries from Mariia in 
Year 8, with her delicious alphabet pancakes, and Yana in  
Year 9, with her superb Chinese mooncakes!

part, giving our thanks to:

Lola (Y7), Giulia (Y8), Danial (Y9) and Kate (Y10).

The KPS Book Club held a one-off special World Book Day 
Book Club session: students and staff who had not previously 
attended the club before were encouraged to come along and 
to try out the short story ‘Miss Brill’ by Katherine Mansfield.

“Special Book Club was amazing, as we read together 
a really good story about Miss Brill. And moreover, we 
spent a lovely time discussing questions about it and 
sharing our thoughts.” Kate (Y10)

“It was really lovely to discuss part of a book with 
a few members of the school, sharing our ideas and 
talking about what we were thinking. I really enjoyed 
it and there were some great moments.” Parand (Y11)

In the afternoon, Miss Jones and Miss Gammon led a literary-
themed Cookery Club session! Our students were not afraid 
to get their hands sticky and covered in chocolate as they 
re-created Willy Wonka's chocolate creations.

Several members of teaching staff reflected on what reading 
means to them, sharing their thoughts with students during 
assembly. It was so lovely to see not just the English faculty 
keeping their heads buried in books, but so many others too!

“I love reading because it is one of the best ways to 
download knowledge” Miss Zhang

“Reading is not only important for improving your 
vocabulary, but a chance to escape, enter other worlds, 
and learn about lives that you may not have otherwise 
imagined” Miss Agravat

Between the Lines
Earlier this year, Miss Jones launched our KPS Parents Book 
Club: ‘Between the Lines’.

An opportunity for both parents and staff to come together 
and share a mutual love of all things literary, ‘Between the 
Lines’ explored a variety of novels covering contemporary 
topics and sparking some fiery debates.

“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to 
stay where we are.” Mason Cooley

Novels explored included…

Bernadine Evaristo’s Girl, Woman, Other

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby

Brit Bennett’s The Vanishing Half

Ian McEwan’s Atonement

And many more!
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Miss Pickard's Top Tips!
Place post-it notes around your home 
to help you revise whilst doing every 
day activities. Could you decorate your 
bathroom mirror with key vocabulary, 
or pop words and phrases on your 
fridge?

Or why not learn the language in 
context? Find a foreign language film 
you can watch with the whole family!

Here are some suggestions:

In French:

The Climb (based on a true 
story about a man from a poor 
area of Paris who climbs mount 
Everest having had no training) 
Age rating: 15+.

Blind Date (a comedy) Age 
rating: 12+

Nailed it! France (A bit like The 
Bake Off) Age rating: U

In Spanish:

Nailed it! Spain. Age rating: U

Zipi y Zapi y la isla del capitán 
(A fantasy adventure story). Age 
rating: PG

Madame Dano's Top 
Tips
Label all of the food in your fridge and 
in your cupboard in French! That way 
when you go to the fridge and prepare 
dinner, you are also revising your 
French vocabulary.

Languages
Learning Languages at Home
With much of our learning this year taking place at home, 
our Languages faculty were keen for students to keep up 
their hard work and to support their continued growth in 
confidence and skills with their language studies. With this in 
mind, a handy pack of tips and tricks was put together to help 
students bring their language studies to life at home and find 
new and exciting ways to share language learning with their 
friends and family.

Ms Huang's Top Tips!
Teach your family some Mandarin words and phrases!

In order to correct your family’s pronunciation and writing, 
you will have to ensure you are confident with the words and 
phrases, which gives you more motivation in learning the 
language yourself.

Why not build a family tree together:

You can start by drawing a family tree together with 
your family and while drawing, you can teach them the 
names of different family members such as  
“爸爸” and “妈妈”.
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Humanities 
This year, the Humanities Faculty at KPS has worked 
hard to ensure our budding geographers, historians, 
and philosophers have continued to enjoy an exciting 
programme of events, competitions, and fieldwork. Our 
Remembrance Day Assembly and webinar with The National 
Holocaust Centre in particular brought students’ studies 
to life, sparking broader conversations on the themes of 
mental health, accountability, and responsibility.

Geography
‘Contemporary’ has continued to be a 
key theme in Geography at KPS this 
year. Year 9 have kept abreast of events 
surrounding COP26, due to take place 
in the UK later this year, in relation to 
their studies of climate change and 
energy, while Year 7 have been studying 
London and the challenges facing the 
city, exploring ideas on sustainable 
transport and how it will remain 
affordable and reliable for the future. 

Fieldwork is an integral part of 
studying Geography, and recent 
challenges have not stopped us 
from undertaking it! Year 13 took 
part in twilight webinars to help 
them complete their independent 
investigations, learning about effective 
data presentation methods and how 
to critically evaluate their own work, 
while Year 11 went on a virtual visit to 
Porlock Bay in Somerset to investigate 
longshore drift. We practised the 

History
Holocaust Memorial Day 
In preparation for commemorating Holocaust Memorial Day, 
Year 9 students took part in an online session delivered by 
The National Holocaust Centre.

The centre delivered a fascinating and informative session 
on the Holocaust, encouraging students to explore themes 
of responsibility and accountability. Students also had an 
opportunity to speak with Holocaust survivor John Fieldsend. 
John shared his emotional story of growing up in Dresden, 
Germany when the Nazi’s came to power. The students were 
extremely thankful to John for sharing his personal story and 
the opportunity it gave them to reflect.  

Students explored themes of responsibility and accountability, 
and had a unique opportunity to speak with Holocaust 
survivor John Fieldsend. John shared his emotional story of 
growing up in Dresden, Germany when the Nazis came to 
power, and students were grateful to have the opportunity 
to explore the Holocaust and the process of genocide by 
interacting with an eyewitness and hearing their first-hand 
account. This interactive webinar was an excellent reminder 
of why it is still so important that we, as a school and a 
community, continue to discuss and educate ourselves about 
these historic events.

techniques examined during these 
sessions in the classroom, testing the 
equipment on the tables and chairs 
as they filled in for the geological 
formations. It may not have been as 
reliable as being on the beach, but it 
certainly was a memorable way to learn 
the value of accuracy in fieldwork!

Our Year 12 Geographers have 
demonstrated their critical analysis 
skills in their essays focusing on 
the influence of globalisation on 
the spread of western identity. They 
have stepped up to have a go at Year 
13 work and have not disappointed! 
Miss Hodgkinson was particularly 
impressed by the way in which students 
brought in synoptic links from other 
subjects that they are studying, such as 
Economics and Media studies. Students 
explored issues such as Disney-fication, 
the Arab Spring protests, McDonalds 
and fast food, the Hollywood film 
industry and the Anglo-Australian 
colonialisation of Bougainville, Papua 
New Guinea for copper mining.

Remembrance Day Assembly 
To commemorate Remembrance Day in November 2020, 
the Humanities faculty held an assembly which explained 
the importance of acknowledging the soldiers who not only 
lost their lives, but those who were affected long after the 
war ended. This theme was inspired by the TV programme 
‘Who Do You Think You Are?’, during which TV personality 
and author David Walliams learnt more about his maternal 
grandfather who suffered from shellshock after being involved 
in one of the bloodiest battles in British history: the Battle 
of the Somme. Due to limited knowledge of mental illness 
at the time, shell shock was often not treated appropriately. 
Those who were thought to have shell shock were given a few 
days rest before being sent back to the frontline. In 1917 “shell 
shock” was banned as a diagnosis and censored in medical 
journals to prevent the loss of men from the army at a time 
when the British were struggling for numbers. This in turn 
led to a deterioration of the condition of many soldiers who 
were subject to panic, inability to sleep, talk or in some cases, 
walk. Students reflected not only on the great sacrifices made 
by soldiers during both World Wars, but the progress that has 
been made in the recognition and treatment of mental health 
disorders, and the importance of open and frank discussions 
about mental health and wellbeing today. 
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Philosophy
Philosophy Writing Competition
The Enlightenment philosopher 
Immanuel Kant described philosophy 
as the ‘Queen’ of the Humanities and 
asked of us that ‘we have the courage to 
use our own understanding.’ 

At KPS this year, the Humanities 
faculty took Kant’s words on board 
and put on our first philosophy writing 
competition, which witnessed a myriad 
of impressive submissions from 
budding philosophers. 

Students tackled questions in the 
four areas of philosophy: metaphysis, 
aesthetics, logic, and epistemology. 
Philosophy is a discipline with wide-
reaching implications for all subjects 
at school and beyond. Not only does 
studying philosophy help us to think 
independently, it also allows us to 
become both a conscience and critic of 
the world in which we live. Philosophy 
asks us to reflect upon what is right and 
what is wrong, what is real and what is 
not, and more importantly, what is true 
and what is false: questions we should 

all be willing to try and answer. To 
that end, while many students at KPS 
admirably set out to find answers to 
these questions, three in particular took 
home the top prizes: 

First prize was awarded to Henry in 
Year 8, who tackled the thorny question: 
‘Is there such a thing as an ethical 
state?’ 

Second prize was awarded to Lou 
in Year 10, who addressed the 
controversial topic: ‘Is there such a 
thing as good art?’

Finally, third prize was awarded to 
Georgios in Year 11 who provided a 
cerebral answer to the question: ‘Can 
logic help us identify what is beautiful?’ 

All in all, it was a very successful 
competition, and we look forward to 
offering many more opportunities for 
our brilliant young philosophers to 
explore life’s questions next year!  

Religious 
Education 
In the summer term, Year 7 and 8 
embarked on a whistle-stop tour 
of western philosophy. Starting 
with Socrates and ending with 
Hume, students discovered new 
epistemological approaches to their 
own thinking which included the 
questioning of everything itself via the 
help of Descartes ‘cogito ergo sum’. 
The study of philosophy was nicely 
complimented by the embracing 
of everything Microsoft Teams 
had to offer, in particular the use of 
breakout rooms. It was fabulous to see 
philosophy act as a means of bringing 
students together despite learning 
miles apart from each other, and it’s 
clear that the students are looking 
forward to exploring philosophical 
ideas together further in the future. 

International Women’s Day
This year, International Women’s Day 
fell on Monday 8th March during 
‘virtual KPS’. Despite studying 
remotely, KPS students took the 
opportunity to complete independent 
research projects on women who 
inspire them. Students were challenged 
to present their research in a unique 
format, which led to some fantastically 
creative submissions. 

The winning entry was from Zhanna 
in Year 7, who created a short film on 
Diana Budisavljevic, a woman who 
saved thousands of children from 
concentration camps in Yugoslavia 
following Nazi occupation. Without her 
work, more than 12,000 children would 
have remained in the awful conditions 
of the camps.

In second place was Zara in Year 9, 
who celebrated the important work of 
Marsha P. Johnson, a black transgender 
woman who started the Stonewall riots 
of 1969. Her presentation showcased 
Johnson’s work and recognised her 
role in supporting and improving the 
quality of life for many in the LGBTQ+ 
community.

In third place was Giulia in Year 8, 
whose research focused on Marie Curie. 
Curie was a pioneer in the scientific 
field and was most famous for her 
discovery of radium and polonium, as 
well as her work researching treatments 
for cancer.

Our International Women’s Day 
celebrations lasted all week, with 
daily blog posts reflecting on the 
diversity of women nominated by 
our students. Nominations ranged 
from successful women in media and 
politics to sporting success stories 
and pioneers in science which really 
epitomised the reason we celebrate 
International Women’s Day. It was 
a lovely opportunity for students to 
discover stories of women whose 
actions had had a positive impact on 
their lives without them having ever 
heard of them! 

Government and Politics 
The past academic year has been a 
strange one for all; the constant threat 
of COVID; remote learning for the 
spring term and longer, and the lack of 
conventional examinations. 

The Year 13 Government & Politics 
group was made up of eight students 
from seven different countries and seven 
different nationalities: students from the 
USA, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Norway, 
Guinea, Pakistan and the UK all made 
up our cosmopolitan class. In the spirit 
of what makes KPS the school it is, all 
students bonded almost immediately 
despite their very varied backgrounds.

Appropriately, the main unit our Year 13 
students focused on was “Global Politics”. 
This covers a wide range of topics such 
as the characteristics of nation states, 
why some are more powerful than others, 
international and regional organisations 
and their effectiveness (or not), different 
types of government, and the reality of 
international relations. Questions are 
open-ended and encourage of argument 

from more than one point of view, such as 
“is the USA still the most powerful nation 
in the world?” and “are nation states; still 
important in a modern global world”. 

Questions are open-ended and encourage 
argument from more than one point of 
view, for example: 

• The 2020 American election between 
Donald Trump and Joe Biden led to 
passionate debates between those who 
argued that Trump had been a good 
President and others claiming that he 
had been a disaster. He had alternately 
been good for the American economy 
and kept the USA out of wars, while 
being an unprecedentedly racist and 
incompetent leader. The important 
thing is that both sides were able to 
produce their own evidence to back 
their case. 

• The UK’s exit from the European 
Union (Brexit) was seen by some as an 
expression of democracy and national 
self-confidence; by others as an act of 

folly fed by false promises that would 
reduce the opportunities of young 
people to travel and study abroad. 

• There was just one issue which led 
to unanimity in the class: the debate 
about whether anarchism (the belief 
that there should be no governments) 
was achievable led to total agreement 
that it wasn’t. However, the important 
point was the variety of arguments and 
evidence put forward. 

Our Government & Politics students 
were all ambitious and wanted to do well 
in achieving their desired university 
places. Students took part in “trial 
examinations” in place of the standard 
formal assessments, demonstrating their 
commitment to their studies. Their final 
grades, which included two A* grades and 
four A grades, reflected this hard work 
and passion for their subject.

We wish all our students the very best of 
luck in their next adventure at university! 
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Social Sciences
The Social Sciences Faculty at KPS gives 
many students the opportunity to take 
on a new subject at GCSE and/ or A Level 
which they have never studied before. 
Across our Economics, Business, Sociology 

and Psychology departments, students 
are encouraged to ask the big questions, 
explore and study societies and the 
relationships among individuals within 
those societies

Economics
With many of our Year 12 students studying economics for 
the first time, it was an exciting start to the year as we tackled 
both macro and microeconomics. In Year 13, students were 
tasked with thinking beyond the model of the world presented 
by mainstream and classical economic theory, finding modern 
solutions to modern problems, while still appreciating the 
economic history that has come before. A subject which 
has never been more relevant than in a year when a global 
pandemic has threatened many economies, students 
attempted to understand the whys and hows of consumers’ 
financial decision-making, as well as how governments 
attempt to fix the world through the policy-making process.

We look forward to welcoming our new Year 12 economists 
and continuing our work with our new Year 13s as we attempt 
to decode what the next generation of economics will look 
like!

Business Studies
One of our most popular subjects at A Level, this year we were 
delighted to offer Business Studies across both sites, with 
our first Business Studies GCSE cohort! In the Lower School, 
all Year 11 pupils were given a taste for business with our 
mini-Young Enterprise project, during which they developed 
and created their own brand, mission statement, and niche 
product within a market. With increasing numbers of young 
people today starting their own businesses, the programme 
was a fantastic opportunity for students to consider the wide 
variety of career options available to them in the future, and to 
experience the thrills – and challenges - of entrepreneurism. 

Psychology
Psychology has continued to go from strength to strength 
with the launch of our new Psychology Society, and students 
attending a number of online lectures and webinars. Students 
in Year 13 also lead a Psychology club with GCSE students in 
the Lower School, exploring a variety of themes and topics. 
For our aspiring psychologists, their engagement with the 
subject outside the curriculum was a fantastic addition to 
their UCAS personal statements, with several Year 13 students 
securing places to study psychology or a related subject at 
university from September 2021. Our new year 13s will kick off 
the Autumn term with the study of gender, and we are looking 
forward to exploring this topic in depth with a trip to the 
Freud Museum in October!

Sociology
At KPS, we encourage our students to think beyond the 
curriculum; to make links and connections not only between 
the subjects they are studying, but with the world around 
them. In a year when the global pandemic has transformed 
society, this has been particularly true in A Level sociology, 
and as part of their Education module, Year 12 students 
looked at the ‘digital divide’ during remote learning, as well 
as Marcus Rashford’s campaign for securing government 
funding for Free School Meals and the importance of proper 
nourishment on students’ concentration and progress. Year 12 
students also honed their sociological research skills, learning 
about quantitative (numerical) and qualitative (opinion-
based) data collection methods, while Year 13 evaluated 
different sociological perspectives in the Theory and Methods 
module.
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Mathematics
Across KPS Lower School and Sixth Form, 
students in the Mathematics Faculty have 
worked towards a rigorous and challenging 
academic standard.

In the classroom, students in the Lower School have been 
encouraged to ask questions, challenge their teachers, 
and learn from the mistakes they make when approaching 
complex topics and mathematical techniques. Beyond the 
curriculum, students have also challenged themselves, 
engaging in mathematical projects and games covering 
building design, space management and accounting, and 
taking part in the UK National Mathematics Challenge. We 
are incredibly proud of KPS students who took home a raft 
of awards: Of course, Mathematics is far more than just 

achieving good grades. Many of our A Level 
students need to use Maths extensively in their 
chosen degree subject. With that in mind, the Maths 
department maintained the full curriculum as far 
as was possible during the past year. We continued 
to explore all of the “extra” parts of the syllabus, 
proving results and investigating the consequences 
of calculus amongst other key areas. 

Throughout the year our Maths students continued 
to enter national and international competitions. 
In the Senior Mathematics Challenge, Nancy and 
Seung achieved Gold Certificates and are both 
going on to study Mathematics at university 
with A* grades in both Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics. Zihan showed great energy and 
initiative in entering herself into the Euclid 
Challenge, held virtually at a Canadian university. 

Zihan managed to complete the challenge over the 
Easter break and during lockdown before receiving 
the Silver medal in the summer term.

In Year 12, our Further Maths students spent the 
final fortnight of the summer term exploring an 
area of Mathematics of their own choice, under the 
able guidance of Mr. Sharpe. The Maths department 
were treated to some excellent explanations of the 
mathematics behind Coronavirus Statistics and 
Cryptocurrencies, to name but two projects.

All of the participants in the UK National Mathematics 
Challenge are to be congratulated. We’ve been delighted 
to see the overall development of our students’ confidence 
in Maths this year, and how much they have enjoyed 
their studies. A very well done to all our aspiring 
mathematicians – we look forward to seeing where the 
next academic year will take you!

In the Sixth Form, this year’s A Level results were 
outstanding! 75% of our Further Maths students achieved 
an A or A* grades and over 50% of the A Level Maths 
students achieved grades A or A*.

In Year Seven, 
Ridley, Erol and 
Fadwa all received 
Silver awards, and 
Zhanna and Jonathon 
received Bronze 
awards. 

In Year Nine, 
Marilena took 
home a coveted 
Gold award, and in 
Year 10 both Isaac 
and Peitong were 
awarded Bronze.

In Year Eight, 
Anais and Mariia 
earned Silver 
awards, with Nyle, 
Jonas and Felix all 
earning Bronze.  
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Computer Science
In Year 7, students explored the Perseverance 
and Zhurong Mars Rover Landings which took 
place in 2021. Students examined the importance 
of computer science in aeronautics and space 
research, and devised plans for their own potential 
future space landings on Mars.

Year 7 students also took part in the Hour of Code, 
a campaign which takes place every year during 
Computer Science Education Week and aims 
to demystify code by showing that anyone can 
learn the basics. Students had the opportunity to 
create their own logos, tell stories using animation 
software, create music videos for their favourite 
songs, and master the art of block coding with 
computational thinking skills. It was fantastic to 
see our students put their computer science skills 
to practical use in such a creative way!

In Year 8, students got involved with a 
challenging Cryptography project, during which 
they learnt about the history of cryptography and 
how to design their own Caesar cipher wheels 
to encrypt and decrypt ciphertexts. Year 8 also 
tackled Python, a complex coding language; after 
warming-up with a few block-coding projects, 

students learnt how to use this text-based 
programming language independently.

In Years 9 to 11, students continued to develop 
their skills with more complex and challenging 
projects. Year 9 students continued their own 
Python programming journey by learning to 
create user interaction programs, and worked in 
groups on a mobile phone application design 
project. In Years 10 and 11, the Computer Science 
faculty has been delighted to see more girls 
choosing to study this fascinating subject - a 
fantastic step in the right direction as KPS aims to 
boost the number of girls studying STEM subjects 
at GCSE and A level.

As we look forward to the autumn term, the 
Computer Science faculty is very excited to 
be collaborating with The Gender Balance in 
Computing (GBIC) project next year. The BGIC 
is a new programme of research funded by the 
Department for Education and will be the largest 
national research effort to address the gender 
imbalance in computing to date.

This year in Computer 
Science, KPS students have 
explored a broad range 
of topics and developed 
their skills in areas such as 
animation, block coding, 
Python and cryptography. 
Vital to the creation of secure 
data systems, the study of 
encryption, or the use of 
complex puzzles to conceal 
data, has never been more 
important as increasing 
numbers of people make 
the move to remote working 
and new online systems and 
software are developed to 
facilitate this. 
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The Science Faculty at KPS has continued to inspire our 
budding biologists, physicists, and chemists with an 
exciting programme of events to complement students’ 
learning in the classroom.  Highlights included our ever-
popular Science Week, exciting collaborative projects in 
SciArt, and the RSC Chemistry Olympiad which saw superb 
results for Year 12!

Science Week
Dedicated to the theme of space, 
Science Week in the summer term 
began with an interactive assembly 
led by guest speaker, Colin Stuart. An 
astronomy author and public speaker, 
Colin discussed the feasibility of 
human life and the establishment of 
communities on Mars. Discussions 
on food and oxygen supplies, 
research projects, and even hygiene 
and sanitation in space allowed 
imaginations to run wild. A fantastic, 
thought-provoking session for all!

The fun continued as Year 7 students 
took part in a space themed science 
club, having been set the task of 
creating their own gas planets! 
Students immersed solid carbon 
dioxide pellets in hot water and 
carefully created a bubble film over 
the rim of their bowl. The ‘planets’ 
formed as the dry ice evaporated, and 
the resultant fog was captured in the 
bubble.

The gas planets in our solar system are 
much bigger than the rocky planets 
and are in fact balls of hydrogen 
and helium. Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune are not solid, meaning 
it would be impossible to stand on 
their surface. Our young scientists 
represented this by prodding the 
bubble planets until they popped. 

To round off a fantastic week of 
experiments and exploration, Year 7 
hosted a science fair for their peers. The 
science fair was a fantastic opportunity 
for students to showcase some of the 
brilliant projects they had worked on 
over the week. Well done to all our 
young scientists for their enthusiasm 
and confidence to be curious and 
question the world around them!
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Picture Perfect Planet
As part of our university preparation 
programme in the autumn term, 
KPS students took part in a seminar 
session on the ‘picture-perfect’ planet 
with Oxford University professor, Dr 
Marshall.

Dr Marshall shared his entrepreneurial 
journey from Oxford University to 
NASA, to a garage in California, where 
he started his company Planet with two 
friends. The company’s mission is to 

use our knowledge and understanding 
of space, the solar system, and the 
universe to help life on Earth.

Today, Planet serves images to 
users and customers all over the 
world, including science agencies, 
universities, agriculture companies, 
non-profits, news organisations, 
governments and many more. In his 
lecture, Dr Marshall shared examples 
from university researchers who are 

using Planet’s earth imagery to better 
understand our changing planet.

As future leaders and innovative 
thinkers, KPS students look beyond 
their local environment - even as far 
as outer space - for knowledge and 
inspiration!

RSC Chemistry 
Olympiad
Once again, this year saw superb 
results for our Year 12 students in the 
RSC Chemistry Olympiad…

We are incredibly proud of our students 
who all achieved a medal - a fantastic 
achievement for our Year 12s who have 
only studied Chemistry at advanced 
level for one term.

The RSC Olympiad is primarily suited 
to Year 13 students who have studied 
nearly all of their A Level course prior 
to sitting the paper. For students in Year 
12 to achieve medal-winning scores 
is remarkable! Even more remarkable 
was that Yaren, our highest scorer, 
only narrowly missed out on the Gold 
medal. Yaren hopes to read medicine 
at university at the end of her A Level 
courses.

Mr Clarke, Head of Year 12 and 
Teacher of Chemistry has previously 
coached a number of talented students 
through preparation for the first round 
of the competition and whilst in the 
chemistry department at St Paul’s 
School he coached two boys who went 
on to represent Great Britain in the 
Chemistry Olympiad finals held in 
Budapest.

We asked him about the Chemistry 
Olympiad competition…

“Chemistry is a demanding yet 
very popular A Level choice 
here at KPS Sixth Form. With a 
number of our students looking 
to read medicine at university as 
well as physical science courses, 
the Chemistry Olympiad paper 
is a great challenge for them and 
really helps to build confidence 
when describing their thinking 
process through unfamiliar 
problems.”

The paper is a brilliant way to help 
prepare our science students for 
tackling and describing their way 
through the unknown: a hugely 
important skill for those looking to 
pursue science at university.

SciArt 
One of the most popular co-curricular 
clubs at KPS, SciArt is a fantastic 
example of our cross-departmental 
approach to teaching and learning. 
A celebration of creativity and 
innovation, SciArt explores the 
fascinating intersection of art and 
science, with some wonderful results. 

During the spring term, KPS SciArtists 
reached for the stars with a rocket 
building project. Combining the 
physics of rocket building with the 
creativity of vessel design, KPS 
students successfully launched 
numerous rockets from the school 
courtyard, experimenting with launch-
pad positioning and style, with varying 
degrees of success...

Scan me!
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lessons in DIY healthy energy drink 
alternatives, workshops on cultural 
sports around the world, and interactive 
house-competition scavenger hunts 
(well done Team Tyburn!)

(Well done to our Winter 
Olympics winners: Stephanie, 
Leo & Zhanna in Year 7; Mo, 
Anais & Seb in Year 8; Danial, 
Adela & Carlo in Year 9 and Lola, 
Sofia & Willo in Year 10!)

Back in school for the summer term, 
students once again focused on skill 
acquisition and development in 
preparation for our summer sports day 
at Battersea Park. With students from 
Year 7 through to Year 11 competing in 
a range of athletic events, many school 
records were both set and broken. 
Congratulations to our winning house, 
Fleet, for their brilliant achievement 
and engraving their name into the KPS 
history books. 

Towards the end of the year, Year 
11 students enjoyed a slightly more 
varied sporting curriculum taking in all 
London has to offer, from lawn-bowls 
and 10-pin bowling, to ice skating and 
pedal boating.

Sport
It’s been another successful 
year for sport at Kensington 
Park School. With Games, 
PE, and our co-curricular 
programme moving from 
physical to virtual and back 
again, we have adapted to 
new ways of teaching and 
learning, and are proud of 
the way KPS students have 
continued to engage with 
sport and fitness, both on 
and offline!

During the autumn term, Years 7, 8 and 
10 concentrated on skill development 
in netball and football, while Years 
9 and 11 caught up on their summer 
sport with tennis. In addition to this, 
all students enjoyed taking advantage 
of our brand-new school membership 
at The Porchester Everyone Active 
Gym. Students in Years 7 to 11 had 
gym inductions and worked on a 
personal exercise program throughout 
the autumn term, developing their 
muscular strength and cardiovascular 
fitness, and even harnessing new skills 
in yoga and HIIT training.

Although ongoing restrictions sadly 
meant that inter-school fixtures could 
not take place, our small class-sizes 
allowed us to replace these with inter-
house tournaments, and co-curricular 
sports clubs continued to run with 

great enthusiasm, from Eton fives, 
rock climbing, and ice-skating, to 
running and football club. Athmaar in 
Year 10 was instrumental in using her 
volunteering requirement of the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award to organise a Girls 
Football club at lunchtimes, which had 
a large uptake of students across all 
year groups. Well done, Athmaar!

During the Spring term, the return to 
remote learning encouraged the Sports 
Faculty to find new and creative ways 
to keep the KPS Community fit and 
healthy - and our students certainly 
rose to the challenge! From the hugely 
successful KPS Winter Olympics, to 
our cook-a-long at home sessions with 
Mr Mitchell, sport and exercise became 
less about competition and more about 
learning lifelong skills to use outside 
of the classroom. Students enjoyed 
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GCSE and A Level Results

Congratulations to our Class of 2021!

University 
Destinations 
We are immensely proud of our Year 13 
students who have secured impressive 
university offers from leading 
institutions in the UK and beyond. 

From September, our A Level graduates 
will be embarking on a wide range of 
competitive undergraduate courses 
at universities including University of 
Oxford, University of Cambridge, UCL, 
Imperial, Durham, Warwick, Kings, 
Exeter, Queen Mary, Bath, York, and 
Babson College and Boston in the US.

63% 
Grades 9 - 7 

58% 
A*- A  

78% 
A* - B 

90% 
A* - C 

82.5%  
Grades 9 - 6 

We saw particularly impressive 
results in Biology, Computer Science, 
and Physics, with 100% grades 9-6, as 
well as in Mathematics (96% grades 9 
– 6) and Chemistry (84% grades 9 – 6). 

Three students achieved a straight 
run of grade 9s in 9 or 10 subjects, 
with 45% achieving grades 9-8 in at 
least half of their subjects. 

Our Sixth Form students also 
achieved some fantastic A Level 
results, with particular highlights 
including:

We saw impressive results in Further 
Maths (75% A*-A), Politics (88% A*-A), 
History (100% A*-A), and Psychology 
(67% A*-A).  

16 students achieved at least two A* 
grades, with 11 students achieving 
A*AA, and three students achieving a 
full sweep of three or four A* grades. 

Headmaster, Mr Middleton, praised 
this year’s A Level cohort for their 
resilience and support for each other, 
and the strong sense of community 
that has flourished despite periods of 
enforced separation. He commended 
parents, teachers, pastoral and support 
staff for the patience, agility, dedication 
and perseverance they have shown 
throughout this extended period of 
extraordinary challenges. 

After a year of hybrid learning, with 
students facing significant challenges 
as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic, 
we are immensely proud of our Year 11 
and Year 13 students who have secured 
fantastic GCSE and A Level results. 
For our Year 11s, they are now ready 
to embark on the next stage of their 
academic journey in our Sixth Form, 
whilst for our Year 13 students we 
wish them luck as they move onto the 
next chapter of their education at the 
universities they will be going on to 
study at.

Our senior students’ tenacity, maturity, 
and resilience in the face of the 
disruptions to their learning has been 
admirable, and is reflected in their 
outstanding results this summer.  

Once again, KPS students scored above 
the national average for GCSE results, 
with highlights including:  

GCSE

GCSE

A Level

A Level

A Level
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Tales from PBH
Despite the unusual challenges that the 
past year has thrown at us, KPS students 
have had another great year of boarding 
at Princess Beatrice House. Our boarding 
community continues to thrive with new 
friendships being made between students 
and plenty of milestones celebrated along 
the way. Even when students weren’t able 
to enjoy the perks that come with living on 
the doorstep of London and its landmarks, 
our PBH community made good use of 
their time together: celebrating birthdays 
and holidays, and taking part in a range of 
activities from baking, to pumpkin carving, 
to 'at home' escape rooms, and even hot 
chocolate evenings. 

We're looking forward to an even busier and 
exciting year ahead with a range of trips and 
activities planned, and can't wait to hear 
what ideas the boarding student council 
have for our community!



@KPS @KPS

34 35

Spanish Club
Sophia, Year 9

What you do as part of the club?

We do something different each week, from some 
grammar and verbs to topics like clothes or food. It’s 
really fun because every time you can learn something 
new by playing several games or listening to songs.

What do you like about Spanish club?

I like this club because it doesn’t put pressure on you 
and you can learn many new things. Miss Pickard is 
really kind and supportive of us. The lessons are fun 
because we learn things by doing songs or games 
instead of staying all the time studying on books.

Why would you recommend it to other students?

The club can help people that are doing Spanish revise 
for tests or for homework. People that don’t study 
Spanish can also join in, so they can learn some of 
the basics! I recommend everyone to join the club, 
especially if you like languages and learning new 
things.

Table Tennis Club
Charlotte, Year 8

In Table Tennis club we have great fun! We learn 
different techniques like how to accurately hit the ball 
on the opponent’s side of the table and for those new 
to Table Tennis, we can teach you how to hit the ball 
on your forehand and backhand. It is very easy to pick 
up new tricks quickly, so in no time you can become a 
competent player!

I enjoy playing Table Tennis because it is a sport 
where respect is taught from the beginning, it is not 
a contact sport and you get to know people across all 
year groups and have lots of fun. 

You should join us because Table Tennis improves 
reflex, eye–hand coordination, mental alertness and 
speed of movement. It also improves balance and 
lowers the chances of falls and injuries.
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Co-Curricular
Despite the challenges of enforced school 
closures and social distancing, our 
extensive co-curricular programme, at the 
heart of life at KPS, has continued unabated 
this year – just with a few adjustments! 
Students have had the opportunity to take 
part in and lead a huge variety of clubs and 
societies throughout each term, including 

Eton 5s, Jazz Club, Space and Astronomy 
Club, and the ever-popular SciArt. We look 
forward to helping our students explore 
their interests and talents outside the 
classroom in the new academic year with 
several new clubs, activities and school 
trips planned!

Philosophy Club  
One of the many new clubs and societies on offer this year 
as part of the Sixth Form co-curricular programme was KPS 
Philosophy Club. A subject which finds its way into almost 
every other discipline, the study of Philosophy fosters lively 
discussion on a wide range of issues. Our KPS philosophers 
read a vast range of texts on topics including the soul, 
religion, ethics, politics, and the philosophy of science and 
mathematics (for our more STEM focused students!) Students 
particularly enjoyed the work of Soren Kierkegaard, Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, Immanuel Kant, and Karl Popper. The ethos 
of KPS Philosophy Club, which encourages healthy debate 
on some of the most challenging questions facing society in 
the 21st century, derives from the Aristotelian maxim that ‘an 
unexamined life, is a life not worth living’. 

Oxbridge Club  
The Oxbridge Club at KPS Sixth Form prides itself on 
stretching and challenging Year 12 and 13 students who 
intend to apply to The University of Oxford or the University 
of Cambridge. The Club runs as an informal weekly meet, 
and gives students the opportunity to discuss independent 
projects focused on a topic outside the school syllabus. With 
projects ranging from the problem of infinity in physics, to 
whether or not there is such thing as an ethical business 
model, the club enables students to hone their independent 
and critical thinking skills, showcase their academic aptitude, 
and ultimately stand out at interview through the process of 
an independent research project. 

“At Oxbridge Club, my role is to guide students through their 
projects, providing relevant secondary source materials and 
the space they need to debate and discuss their research with 
their peers” Mr Morgan
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2020 – 2021 Clubs
Art Club Book Club Chamber Ensemble

Enterprise Eton 5s French Spelling 
Bee

KPS Jazz Hub Latin Club Maths Club

Spanish Club Strength & 
Conditioning

Table Tennis

Chinese 
Culture Club

Choir Climbing Club

Girls Football 
Club

Harry Potter 
Club

History Club

Netball Club Pride Club Programming & 
Robotics

Yoga

Composition 
Club

Creative 
Writing

Drama Club

Italian Club Kensington 
Wheelers

KPS CAN

Queens Skate Running SciArt Club

Duke of Edinburgh Award Club

KPS FC

Space & Astronomy

Debating Club
Annais, Year 9 

I’m part of Debating club during Thursday lunchtimes, 
and extremely enjoy it! I originally signed up to feel 
more confident when public speaking, but then I found 
the researching and speech writing so much fun. 

Debating club has also helped me to know what’s 
happening in the world, widening my general 
knowledge and also helping me to understand other 
people’s points of view. I sometimes feel a rush of 
adrenaline while debating, and the feeling just makes 
me go on and on. Overall, I feel that many people 
will enjoy it, no matter whether it’s the writing or 
performing part!

Cookery Club
Sofia, Year 11

In cookery club, students come together to cook 
dishes with the help from Miss Cebon and our school 
chefs. We follow recipes which nearly always turn 
out delicious… with the exception of mistaking salt 
for sugar one time! Cookery club is every Wednesday 
after school, but it’s separation from the busy and 
hectic school life allows us to relax and have fun. I 
really love going to Cookery club as it helps me be 
more creative and experimental with food, and it also 
allows me to ask others for help whenever I need it. I 
highly recommend the club to students as you don’t 
need to know how to cook, all you need to do is have 
fun!

SciArt
Kitty, Year 11

In SciArt, we enjoy challenging projects, learn facts 
about science, and working on our creativity, which 
is great for my GCSE Art studies. In SciArt we have 
made rockets that actually launched, as well as resin 
works- both projects were so fun to do!

During SciArt we’ve had opportunities to learn about 
lab safety, which we all found very interesting. One 
of the projects that I really enjoyed was when we 
made beautiful candles- mine has a special place on 
the shelf at home! We looked at the melting point of 
the wax and how it changes when you add different 
fragrances and colours.

We are so grateful for the teachers and technicians 
that work so hard to come up with ideas for our SciArt 
projects, and show us how to set up the equipment 
correctly. They help us so much and are so supportive 
and really care about our creativity. 

I really love the opportunity to look at the links 
between and Science and Art.

I recommend other students to join SciArt club 
because it’s such a great opportunity to explore links 
between Science and Art and we are always laughing 
and having so much fun while working on our 
projects.

Stephanie and Shehrbano, Year 8

In SciArt club, we get to do things that are combined 
with Science and Art: two of our favourite subjects! 
We enjoy SciArt club because we want to come and 
experiment with new things that we haven’t done 
before. Each project we have done has covered topics 
we’ve never looked at during our normal lessons.

SciArt is brilliant because it’s a place where we can 
work with students from other year groups, which 
builds a sense of community within KPS.

We also really loved last term’s ‘space’ theme: 
especially getting to launch the rockets we built!
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Duke of Edinburgh
One of the most popular co-curricular 
clubs at KPS, the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award gives students the opportunity 
to develop vital life skills, including 
communication, commitment, 
leadership and teamwork, and have 
some fantastic experiences along the 
way!

Despite forced school closures and 
extended periods of remote learning, 
over 20 KPS students rose to the 
challenge to complete their Duke of 
Edinburgh Award this year, achieving a 
host of Bronze and Silver awards. 

Supported by Ms Agravat, Ms Jardim, 
and Mr Valente, as well as our 
dedicated Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Manager, Bronze and Silver Award 

students were required to complete 
three or six months of volunteering 
respectively; explore a new sport 
or physical activity; and develop a 
skillset, before undertaking a series 
of expeditions lasting 2 to 4 days – a 
gruelling end to the programme which 
also proved to be the highlight!

Despite a few practice hikes during 
the year, our Bronze Award students 
experienced the delights of camping 
and being at one with nature for only 
the second time as they headed off to 
the Chilterns, accompanied by some 
very stormy weather! Students on the 
Silver Award were treated to brighter, 
warmer days for their hike along the 
Jurassic coast in Dorset.

Our Duke of Edinburgh Award 
students reflected on the highs and 
lows of their experiences in a whole 
school presentation at the end of the 
summer term which demonstrated 
their commitment, hard work, and good 
sportsmanship.

A huge congratulations to our students 
whose resilience and camaraderie 
during the more challenging parts 
of their adventure was particularly 
inspiring!

We look forward to welcoming the 
next cohort of KPS Pioneers as they 
start their DofE journey in the Autumn 
Term!
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KPS CAN
This year, Kensington Park School 
has raised money for Refettorio Felix 
at St Cuthbert’s, a charity which 
provides comfort, support and food 
for vulnerable members of our local 
community. 

Combining charity and sustainability, 
KPS students kicked-off the autumn 
term selling school branded reusable 
water bottles, with all profits going 
to charity. We have also continued to 
raise money through the ever-popular 
mufti days, including one inspired by 
the annual KPS Christmas Jumper 
Day. Spending months in their own 
clothes during lockdown was clearly 
not enough for our students! 

Support from KPS CAN this year 
has extended beyond financial 
contributions. In December, students 
used their tutor time to design and 
write Christmas cards that were 
included with the Christmas lunches 
distributed to members of the 
community. It was heartening to see 
the time and effort our students put 
into this project, to bring joy to those 
less fortunate than themselves, giving 
us all an important opportunity to 
reflect on the year.

The end of the autumn term also saw 
students in both the Lower School 
and Sixth Form come together to raise 
money for CAFOD’s World Toilet 
Day - a United Nations observance 
that aims to support the provision 
of clean and safe toilet facilities 

for communities around the world. 
Thanks to the generosity of our staff, 
students, and their families, we were 
able to raise over £300!

During the spring term, the KPS 
community continued to find creative 
ways to fundraise for Refettorio Felix. 
With the aim of raising £1,000, staff 
and students set themselves the 
challenge of collectively travelling a 
distance of 1000km through Strava. 
The school community rose to this 
herculean task, travelling a total 
distance of 3579km! Using our KPS 
Strava page, students cheered each 
other on and raised a fantastic £1127 
- the largest collaborative event and 
charitable donation that KPS has ever 
seen! 
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Easter Revision 
The Easter holidays are a critical time for GCSE and A Level 
students to prepare for exams and assessments that will 
impact their future studies, whether at A-Level or university. 
With most students having at least two weeks off from 
the structure of the school day, the prospect of managing 
homework, revision timetables and past papers alone can 
seem like a daunting task! 

A revision course isn’t a ‘quick fix’ solution and doesn’t 
replace the hard work of teachers and students leading up 
to exams. However, it does provide structured learning time 
and gives students a much-needed confidence boost for the 
upcoming assessment period. 

Easter Revision at KPS takes place during the Easter holidays 
and is available for KPS students and students from other UK 
schools. 

“We were extremely happy with the organisation 
and quality of teaching we experienced with KPS 
in their Easter Revision programme. In particular, 
their flexibility to design a programme unique to our 
son’s subject interests. We worked with KPS during 
the COVID-19 lockdown and were easily able to use 
their technology, which provided a smooth learning 
experience for exchange and feedback. We will be 
back for another session I am sure. Thank you KPS!”

Academic Summer
Summer programmes are a really special, creative space for 
learning. They give students the opportunity to explore their 
interests and develop their passions without the pressure 
of a prescriptive curriculum and an examination at the end. 
Summer programmes are also really fun! Learning on the 
KPS summer programme, for example, doesn’t just take place 
in the classroom, and there is a full social programme in the 
evenings and weekends giving students the opportunity to 
make new friends and socialise.  

Summer taster experiences are also a great way to boost your 
university application! Participating in a summer programme, 
especially if it is relevant to your chosen degree course, shows 
university admissions teams that you are researching your 
future and taking steps to engage in your subject outside of 
the traditional classroom setting and A-level syllabus. For 
entry to top universities in the UK and abroad, this ‘added 
value’ is especially important.  

The brilliant KPS Academic Summer School team is made 
up of KPS teachers, alongside visiting university professors, 
teachers and industry professionals. Our two-week summer 
programme is a hands-on, experiential, project-based 
learning experience. Students can specialise in one of eight 
academic pathways: Business and Finance; Law, Politics, and 
International Relations; Medicine; Art and Design; Drama 
and Theatre Studies; Engineering and Computing; English 
Language; and Leadership, Innovation, and Entrepreneurism. 

Easter Revision and Academic Summer
While the school holidays 
are an opportunity for 
many students to have a 
well-deserved break, they 
are also a time that GCSE 
and A Level students in 
particular can use to get a 

head-start on their courses; 
develop their CV with work-
experience and summer 
employment; and start 
thinking about the next 
chapter - university. 

KPS has holiday courses 
available for students who 
wish to enrich and extend 
their learning or revise 
for exams in a structured, 
supportive environment.  
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