
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headmaster:  J P Middleton  MA(Oxon) 
 

 
Lower School: 40 – 44 Bark Place, London, W2 4AT | Sixth Form: 59 Queen’s Gate, South Kensington, London, SW7 5JP | www.kps.co.uk  

Kensington Park School Ltd. Registered Company No. 01448840.  Registered Office: 59 Queen’s Gate, South Kensington, London, SW7 5JP 
 

 

Thursday 7th January, 2021  

 
 

 
At the start of January 2021, I wish you all a very Happy New Year, and very much hope this year we will 
be able to move on and put the challenges of COVID-19 behind us.   

The announcement from the Prime Minister on Monday evening to close schools in England was 
disappointing and unwelcome, but understandable given the nature of the new virus variant and the 
pressure on the NHS.   We were very much looking forward to welcoming the students back to Kensington 
Park School at the start of a new term and, over the holiday period and in recent days, we had been revising 
our protocols and putting in place a rigorous testing regime.  However, in accordance with Government 
direction, we have had to close the School and Boarding facilities and online ‘virtual KPS’ will begin again 
in earnest from Tuesday morning.   

This would certainly not have been my preferred way to start as Headmaster of Kensington Park School – 
when I would, under normal circumstances, be making the most of every opportunity to get to know you 
and your sons and daughters in person.  I very much regret this will not be possible in the short term – 
however, I am keen that I, and the staff at the school, should be available to you should you need to discuss 
any matter regarding your child’s education.  To this end, your child’s Tutor will arrange a Teams meeting 
with you within the first full week of term.   

1. Communication with the School 
The best method of initial communication by parents with the School should be via email and this 
would normally be through your son or daughter’s Tutor; alternatively, you might want to contact the 
Head of Sixth Form (Ms Sushma Bunger) or Deputy Head of Lower School (Mr Sam Gosden).   Please 
be aware that staff will be engaging online delivery throughout the day and may not get back to you 
immediately.    

We are conscious, given the intensity of online delivery, that staff, and indeed students, will need time 
away from the screens and staff will usually seek to maintain normal working hours in their 
communications with you.   Although Tutors and teachers will often be best placed to answer any 
immediate questions, the Senior Leadership Team and I would be very happy to discuss matters with 
you – please do not hesitate to contact us should you feel the need to do so; I can be contacted through 
Ms Ellie Claxton, my PA.   Email addresses for these members of staff are available on the parents’ 
section on Firefly.  The School telephone lines will remain open during working hours for any urgent 
calls and reception inboxes will continue to be monitored – reception emails:  reception_bp@kps.co.uk 
for Lower School and reception_qg@kps.co.uk for Sixth Form.  Any IT issues should be addressed to  
ithelp@kps.co.uk. 

We are keen that there should be formal opportunities in the second half of this term for parents to 
discuss the progress of their children with individual teachers.  It is likely these will be online and the 
intent is for these to reflect the exchanges and discussions that usually take place at Parents’ Evenings.   

2. Online learning – ‘virtual KPS’ 
KPS is well placed to deliver home-based distance learning and I would like to reassure you that School 
will commence on Tuesday 12th January, as planned.  More details of the day’s programme will be 
published over the coming days.  Our experience during the last lockdown means we can approach this 
period of online learning with confidence and expertise.  
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We are aware some parents and students are new to KPS and have not experienced ‘virtual KPS’ before.   
Accordingly, we invite you, and any other parents and their children, to join a Teams meeting today, 
Thursday 7th January at 4pm.  The link for this has already been circulated: there will be an explanation 
of how this will work from different members of the Leadership Team, followed by a Q&A session.  
Please feel free to join this – it will be recorded so if you are unable to attend then you can access the 
material later.   

3. Public Examinations  
Unfortunately, there is considerable uncertainty regarding how public examination grades will be 
awarded this summer.  We expect the Government will want to avoid the debacle of last summer and 
is likely to augment some form of Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) with school-based tests. These are 
early days, but these could possibly be a series of nationally administered tests, taken by students locally 
or online, and then marked externally; whatever transpires, it is likely that the process of gathering data 
by schools will require more detail than last year and therefore, the ongoing recording and monitoring 
of students’ work will be key.  Our experience last year highlighted the need for all students in the 
examination years to continue to work diligently and to produce work of the highest quality, and this 
will continue to be at the heart of the KPS approach.   

Our intention is to have virtual ‘Trial Examinations’ in the planned examination slots during this period 
of distance learning.  These will be followed by ‘Mock Examinations’ at a later date, hopefully when we 
return to the classroom.  These will be part of our ongoing strategy of teaching, learning and testing.  
We will need to wait for further announcements from the Department for Education for clarity.  Dr 
Andrew King, Director of Studies, will write to you shortly with an update on our approach to the 
scheduled Year 13 and Year 11 assessments.   

4. Staff changes 
Over the Christmas break, there have been a number staffing changes and these will be advised to 
students and parents by Tutors:  

Mr Jack Bradshaw joins the Maths Faculty and will be teaching in the Sixth Form.   
Ms Haishan Pan joins the MFL Faculty and will be teaching Mandarin in the Lower School. 

The School community said goodbye to Mr Paul Pearce as he left KPS over the Christmas holiday.  He 
joined KPS before we opened our doors to the first Lower School cohort and contributed greatly to 
establishing and shaping the School.  I would like to express gratitude to him for his hard work and 
passion for KPS and wish him all the best for his future.   

As a result, there have been a number of changes to the Senior Leadership Team: 

Mr Sam Gosden   Deputy Head, Lower School 
Mrs Elizabeth Emerton   Assistant Head – Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Dr Andrew King  Director of Studies 
Ms Sushma Bunger  Head of Sixth Form 
Mr Gerard McKenna  Teaching and Learning Coordinator 
Ms Paula Southam   Head of Boarding 
Ms Ellie Claxton   PA to the Headmaster 

While this latest news is both frustrating and disappointing, the roll out of the vaccine does give 
considerable cause for hope.  We all hope that your children will be able to return to KPS as soon as possible 
and that we can all look forward to a summer term, packed with the many events which make KPS such a 
special place.  

With best wishes 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

J P Middleton 
Headmaster, Kensington Park School 


