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BIOLOGY A-LEVEL

WHY STUDY BIOLOGY?

The A-Level Biology course allows you 
to explore how the body works in depth 
and discover the secrets which enable 
humans to survive. It also explores other 
organisms such as fish, bacteria and 
insects in detail. You will also discover 
the clever and intricate functions the 
body undertakes for key processes 
such as DNA replication, the cardiac 
cycle and respiration. You will also learn 
about the latest biological research and 
technology such as RNA interference 
and DNA sequencing. There are also 

plenty of exciting practical activities such 
as heart dissections as well as modifying 
bacteria to make them glow in the dark. 

WHAT IS COVERED BY 
THE COURSE?

Year 1

The first year of study builds on the 
areas of Biology covered at GCSE and 
enables students to think about the 
‘how’ and ‘why’ rather than just the 
‘what’. It also explores new and deeper 
aspects which are a step up from GCSE 
but more fascinating for this reason. 
There are four modules assessed in the 

course and these include Development 
of Practical skills in Biology, such as how 
to evaluate experiments and analyse 
data mathematically, Foundations in 
Biology which includes studying the 
components of living organisms such 
as their cells and biological molecules, 
Exchange and Transport in different 
living organisms, and Biodiversity, 
Evolution and Disease which enables 
students to learn about immunity as well 
as different environments around the 
world. Students complete an extensive 
course of practical experiments and 
gain experience with techniques such as 
dissection and apparatus such as light 
microscopes.

Year 2

The second year of study explores new 
areas building on the foundations set 
in the first year. It is divided into two 
modules: Communication, Homeostasis 
and Energy which includes the study of 
nerves and hormones in animals and the 
biochemistry of cellular respiration and 
photosynthesis: and Genetics, Evolution 
and Ecosystems which explores areas 
such as inheritance, genetic engineering 
and population sustainability. The 
detailed course elements enable 
students to explore Biology to a high 
level and provide a smooth transition to 
university for those considering pursuing 
a Biology-related course.

ASSESSMENT

3 written papers: Biological Processes, 
Biological Diversity and Unified Biology 
(Synoptic). Multiple-choice questions 
followed by short and long-answer 
questions. 12 internally assessed 
practicals reported separately from main 
grade. 

SKILLS

If you are not considering a biologically 
related course or career in the future 
but enjoy Biology nonetheless, the skills 
that you will develop by doing Biology 
will prepare you well for any university 
course and the world of work. These 
skills include having an eye for detail, 
being observant and the ability to 
evaluate written and numerical evidence 
from various sources in order to make 
well-informed and balanced decisions.

RELATED UNIVERSITY 
COURSES AND CAREERS

Courses that might be considered 
after studying A level Biology include 
Physiology, Neuroscience, Immunology, 
Cancer Sciences, Radiotherapy, 
Molecular Biology, Medicine, Biology, 
Biomedical Sciences, Biochemistry, 
Biological Engineering, Biotechnology, 
Dentistry, Pharmacology, Physiotherapy, 
Science Communication, Nutrition 
and Dietetics, Sports Sciences, Plant 
sciences, Natural Sciences, Ecology and 
Conservation, Environmental Science 
and Veterinary Sciences. 

These could lead to vocational careers 
such as being an elite sports coach, 
medical doctor, radiotherapist, NHS 
clinical scientist, forensic scientist, 
physiotherapist, vet, nutritionist, dentist 
and pharmacist. 

Alternatively, a career in scientific 
research in academia or industry, e.g. 
drug discovery, cosmetics or food 
technology may be possible. If not, an 
exciting life travelling to far flung places 
working in conservation or science 
journalism may ensue. 

DESTINATIONS OF KPS 
BIOLOGISTS

Biomedical Sciences- St. George’s, 
Queen Mary and Westfield London

Biological Sciences- Royal Veterinary 
College 

Medicine- Cardiff, St. George’s 

Neuroscience- Cardiff

Pharmacy and Pharmacology- East 
Anglia, Swansea
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BUSINESS STUDIES A-LEVEL 

Business Studies enables students to 
develop and understand the broad 
understanding of the main business 
concepts, such as Marketing, Finance, 
Operations and Human Resources. 
It will further enable them to apply 
their knowledge in the real world and 
understand the principles of business 
in today’s society. The course will 
demonstrate the interrelated nature 
of business using business models, 
theories and techniques to support 
analysis of contemporary business issues 
and situations in today’s world. The 
course will help students to engage 
through topics and issues that are 
relevant in today’s society.

YEAR 1

Students are introduced to business 
in Themes 1 and 2 in year 1 through 
building knowledge of core business 
concepts and applying them to 
business contexts to develop a broad 
understanding of how businesses work.

Theme 1: Marketing and 
People 

Students will develop a knowledge of:

• Meeting customer needs 

• The market

• Marketing mix and strategy 

• Managing people 

• Entrepreneurs and leaders.

Theme 2: Managing Business 
Activities 

Students will develop an understanding 
of: 

• Raising finance 

• Financial planning 

• Managing finance 

• Resource management 

• External influences.

YEAR 2

The breadth and depth of knowledge 
and understanding, with applications 
to a wider range of contexts and more 
complex business information, are 
developed in Themes 3 and 4, requiring 
students to take a more strategic view 
of business opportunities and issues. 
Students are encouraged to use an 
enquiring, critical and thoughtful 
approach to the study of business, to 
understand that business behaviour can 
be studied from a range of perspectives 
and to challenge assumptions.

Theme 3: Business Decisions 
and Strategy 

This theme develops the concepts 
introduced in Theme 2. 

Students will develop an understanding 
of:

•  Business objectives and strategy 

• Business growth 

• Decision-making techniques 

• Influences on business decisions 

• Assessing competitiveness 

• Managing change. 

Theme 4: Global Business

This theme develops the concepts 
introduced in Theme 1. 

Students will develop an understanding 
of: 

• Globalisation 

• Global markets and business 
expansion 

• Global marketing 

• Global industries and companies 
(multinational corporations).

A-LEVEL ASSESSMENT

A-level assessment consists of three two 
hour written exams taken at the end of 
the two year course. 

Paper 1 is worth 35% of the qualification 
and will assess marketing, people and 
global businesses. Questions will be 
drawn from Themes 1 and 4, and from 
local, national and global contexts.

Paper 2 is worth 35% of the qualification 
and will assess business finance and 
operations, business decisions and 
strategy. Questions will be drawn from 
Themes 2 and 3, and from local, national 
and global contexts.

Paper 3 is worth 30% of the qualification 
and will assess content across all four 
themes. Questions will be drawn from 
local, national and global contexts. 
For Paper 3, there is be a pre-released 
context document that is researched in 
advance of the exam

FURTHER STUDY AND 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES:

This course will help you to become 
a good decision maker, you’ll learn 
essential managerial skills alongside 
techniques to help you become an 
analytical problem solver.  The skills that 
you learn are transferable across a broad 
range of subjects and careers.

This course will help you to learn most 
of the skills that you require to start your 
own business and will enable you to 
pursue a career in the following areas:

• Human resources

• Sales & Marketing

• Finance

• Operations

• Management

• Law

• Retail



A LEVEL SUBJECT INFORMATION A LEVEL SUBJECT INFORMATION

6 7ChemistryChemistry

CHEMISTRY A-LEVEL 
Simon Clarke MChem (Oxon); MRSC; Head of Chemistry & Science Coordinator UK & China; Kensington Park School

EXAM BOARD AND 
SPECIFICATION CODES: 
OCR CHEMISTRY A (H432)

Why Study Chemistry?

We all do Chemistry every moment of 
every day of our lives!

As the study of all the elements and 
their compounds, Chemistry is both 

conceptually challenging and requires 
good factual knowledge. Chemistry 
looks at all of the elements in the 
Periodic Table, both on a molecular 
and macroscopic level. It is regarded 
as the ‘central science’ that connects 
so many other areas together. New 
breakthroughs in fields such as genetics, 
biochemistry, medicine, materials, 
nanotechnology and drug discovery are 
all driven by Chemistry. 

Chemistry is about matter. The 
molecules that are all around us and 
how they change and interact with 
each other. A study of Chemistry helps 
make so many observable everyday 
phenomena far less mysterious.

As an A-Level student of Chemistry, 
you can expect to cover all of the 
fundamentals that make up the three 
core areas of Chemistry: Inorganic, 
Organic and Physical Chemistry. 

Most importantly, Chemistry is a 
fascinating and ever-evolving subject; 
driven constantly both by new 
experimental discovery and advances 
made by theoreticians. If you want to 
fully understand the workings of the 
world around you then Chemistry is for 
you. 

YEAR 1

The first year course covers 
the following topics:

• Calculations in Chemistry

• Atomic & Electronic Structure

• Structure & Bonding

• Redox: Groups II & VII

• Introduction to Thermodynamics

• Introduction to Organic Chemistry 
& Analytic Methods

• Introduction to Reaction Kinetics

• Introduction to Chemical 
Equilibrium

YEAR 2

The second year course covers 
the following topics; designed 
to build upon all of the 
chemistry studied in Year 1:

• Chemical Equilibrium

• Ionic Equilibrium: pH & Buffer 
Mixtures

• Transition Metals

• Reaction Kinetics

• Thermodynamics

• Electrochemistry

• Carbonyls, Carboxylic Acids and 
Derivatives

• Organo-Nitrogen Chemistry

• Analytical Techniques: Spectroscopy 
and Chromatography

EXAMINATIONS

The OCR A-Level Chemistry Course 
will course will be examined via three 
written papers sat at the end of Year 2 
and 12 Assessed Practicals (called PAGs) 
which must be completed in class and 
submitted in order to pass the Practical 
Endorsement. Typically, six practicals will 
be completed in Year 1 and a further six 
in Year 2. 

The three theory papers are:

• Periodic Table, Elements and 
Physical Chemistry (135 minutes)

• Synthesis and Analytical Techniques 
(135 minutes)

• Unified Chemistry (90 minutes)

UNIVERSITY CHOICES

Many pupils study Chemistry in 
conjunction with other sciences and/
or Mathematics and go on to read 
Chemistry, Natural Sciences, Material 
Science, Medicine, Dentistry and 
Pharmacy at university. The most 
common combinations of A-Level 
subjects are those with Biology, 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics and 
Physics.

Chemistry opens the door for many 
careers because training in Chemistry 
is essential for many positions in 
industry, is highly desirable for science 
teaching, and is useful for careers in 
the public service and management. 
Both the public and the private 
sectors increasingly draw their higher 
management echelons from Chemistry 
graduates.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
A-LEVEL 
Helping Pupils Apply New Methods To Solve New Problems

Exam Board and Specification Codes: OCR - H446

WHY STUDY COMPUTER 
SCIENCE?

Computer Science is about applying 
new methods to solve new problems. 
These methods can be defined in the 
form of algorithms. Computer scientists 
need to solve future challenges by 
applying efficient methods with the help 
of the power of computing.

The main purpose of this course is to 
develop computational thinking, which 
includes a range of problem-solving 
methods that programmers apply when 
creating programs and applications, 
and which students can apply when 
tackling all subjects and problems. The 
principles taught are enabling scientists 
to make exciting developments, 
including the possibility of involving 
DNA in computing, which could result in 
computer circuits made of genes.

The course gives pupils the 
confidence to develop knowledge 
and understanding of computing 
skills, including programming, to solve 
different problems. It also helps them 
to think in creative and innovative ways, 
that can develop their ability to analyse 
situations logically and critically. Pupils 
develop an understanding of the factors 
which can be affected as a result of 
using computers, including social, legal, 
ethical, economical and environmental 
issues. In addition, students learn 
project and time management skills 
through completing the extensive 
necessary coursework.

WHAT IS COVERED BY 
THE COURSE?

Unit 1 – Computer Systems
• The characteristics of contemporary 

processors, input, output and 
storage devices

• Software and software development

• Exchanging data

• Data types, data structures and 
algorithms

• Legal, moral, cultural and ethical 
issues

Unit 2 – Algorithms and 
Programming

• Elements of computational thinking

• Problem solving and programming

• Algorithms

Unit 3 – Programming Project
• Analysis of the problem

• Design of the solution

• Developing the solution

• Evaluation

RELATED UNIVERSITY 
COURSES?

Pupils can choose to continue to 
develop their skill and understanding 
of computing by selecting a computing 
degree at university level, which is in 
great demand by all types of businesses 
and organisations. They can also 
select other degree courses which are 
in great demand in our fast growing 
IT-orientated environment, such as 
Engineering, Artificial Intelligence, 
Mathematics, Computer Science and 
Programming.
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DRAMA AND THEATRE 
A-LEVEL
Being in the heart of London, means 
that we are in easy proximity to some 
of the best theatres in the country; 
from West End shows to small, intimate 
venues. At the moment one of my 
former students is performing in Les 
Miserables at the Queen’s Theatre, 
it is so rewarding to see ex-students 
achieving their dreams.

Drama and Theatre A Level combines 
practical exploration of texts and 
practitioners, as well as theoretical 
evaluation. There is both a practical and 
a written component to the exam and 
we go to see a myriad of plays, as it 
helps inspire students, as well as being 
an intrinsic part of their written exam.

Drama students will also be part of the 
Drama Club, which at the moment is 
working on the annual school play. This 
year we are performing ‘Emil and the 
detectives’, which had a sell-out run at 
The National Theatre. It is lovely to see 
both the Lower and Upper School work 
together and the play will be performed 
in our Theatre, at the beginning of 
December. After Christmas, the Drama 
Club, which is an extra-curricular activity, 
that all students have the opportunity to 
join, will be working on a devised piece. 
It is a great way to have fun, make new 
friends and learn new skills.

Students don’t necessarily need GCSE 
Drama to do Drama and Theatre A level, 
but they do need to be creative and 
have an enthusiasm for the subject. This 
subject helps build confidence, improve 
communication skills and gives them 
experience of working as part of a team. 

Over the years I have founded various 
theatre companies, toured plays 
extensively around the UK and written 
several plays. I have run the youth 
theatre, at The Cockpit Theatre in 
Marylebone, as well as workshops at The 
Young Vic.  I try to make the lessons as 
practical as possible, as most students 
want to do the A Level because they 
love acting. However, if your interests 
are more ‘behind the scenes’, we can 
cater for you too. When I am not at KPS, 
I am training Medical students with their 
communication skills, as part of their 
degree.

COMPONENT 
1: DEVISING 
(*COMPONENT CODE: 
9DR0/01)

Non-examination assessment 

40% of the qualification 

80 marks

CONTENT OVERVIEW 
• Devise an original performance 

piece. 

• Use one key extract from a 
performance text and a theatre 
practitioner as stimuli. 

• Centre choice of text and 
practitioner. 

• Performer or designer routes 
available.

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 
• AO1, AO2 and AO4 are assessed. 

• Internally assessed and externally 
moderated. 

• There are two parts to the 
assessment: 

A portfolio (60 marks, 40 
marks assessing AO1 and 
20 marks assessing AO4) 
the portfolio submission 
recommendations are: 

• can be handwritten/typed 
evidence between 2500–3000 
words or recorded/verbal 
evidence between 12–14 minutes 
or 

• can be a combination of 
handwritten/typed evidence 
(between 1250–1500 words) 
and recorded/verbal evidence 
(between 6–7 minutes). 

The devised performance/
design realisation (20 
marks, assessing AO2)

COMPONENT 2: TEXT 
IN PERFORMANCE 
(*COMPONENT CODE: 
9DR0/02)

Non-examination assessment 

20% of the qualification

60 marks

CONTENT OVERVIEW 
• A group performance/design 

realisation of one key extract from 
a performance text. 

• A monologue or duologue 
performance/design realisation 
from one key extract from a 
different performance text. 

• Centre choice of performance 
texts.

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 
• AO2 is assessed. 

• Externally assessed by a visiting 
examiner. 

• Group performance/design 
realisation: worth 36 marks. 

• Monologue or duologue/design 
realisation: worth 24 marks.

COMPONENT 3: 
THEATRE MAKERS IN 
PRACTICE (*PAPER 
CODE: 9DR0/03)

Written examination: 2 hours 30 
minutes

40% of the qualification 

80 marks

CONTENT OVERVIEW 
• Live theatre evaluation – choice of 

performance. 

• Practical exploration and study 
of a complete performance text 
– focusing on how this can be 
realised for performance. 

• Practical exploration and 
interpretation of another 
complete performance text, 
in light of a chosen theatre 
practitioner – focusing on how 
this text could be reimagined for 
a contemporary audience. 

• Centre choice of 15 performance 
texts from two lists on the next 
page.

• Choice of eight practitioners

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 

Section A: Live Theatre 
Evaluation 

• 20 marks, assessing AO4. 

• Students answer one extended 
response question from a choice 
of two requiring them to analyse 
and evaluate a live theatre 
performance they have seen in 
light of a given statement. 

• Students are allowed to bring in 
theatre evaluation notes of up to 
a maximum of 500 words.

Section B: Page to Stage: 
Realising a Performance 
Text 

• 36 marks, assessing AO3. 

• Students answer two extended 
response questions based on 
an unseen extract from the 
performance text they have 
studied. 

• Students will demonstrate how 
they, as theatre makers, intend to 
realise the extract in performance. 

• Students answer from the 
perspective of a performer and a 
designer. 

• Performance texts for this 
section are not allowed in the 
examination as the extracts will 
be provided. 

Section C: Interpreting a 
Performance Text 

• 24 marks, assessing AO3. 

• Students will answer one 
extended response question 
from a choice of two based on an 
unseen named section from their 
chosen performance text. 

• Students will demonstrate how 
their re-imagined production 
concept will communicate ideas 
to a contemporary audience. 

• Students will also need to outline 
how the work of their chosen 
theatre practitioner has influenced 
their overall production concept 
and demonstrate an awareness 
of the performance text in its 
original performance conditions. 

• Students must take in clean 
copies of their performance texts 
for this section, but no other 
printed materials
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ECONOMICS A-LEVEL

WHY STUDY ECONOMICS? 

Economics is truly all around us, present 
in almost every aspect of our lives. 
Studying the subject gives students 
a generalist understanding of the 
world we live in and its inner workings. 
Students learn everything from what 
determines the price of goods and 
services to why the average standards of 
living vary so widely within and between 
countries.

Economics has two main branches 
which are microeconomics and 
macroeconomics.

Microeconomics is a branch of 
economics that studies the behaviour 
of individuals and businesses and 
how decisions are made based on 
the allocation of limited resources. It 
examines how these decisions and 
behaviours affect the supply and 
demand for goods and services, which 
determine the prices we pay. These 

EDEXCEL A LEVEL 
ECONOMICS A

The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced 
GCE in Economics A is structured 
into four themes and consists of three 
externally examined papers.  Students 
build knowledge and understanding of 
core economic models and concepts 
in Themes 1 and 2, and then build 
on this and apply their knowledge to 
more complex concepts and models 
in Themes 3 and 4.  Students will 
need to apply their knowledge and 
understanding to both familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts in the assessments 
and demonstrate an awareness of 
current economic events and policies.

Theme 1: Introduction 
to markets and market 
failure

This theme focuses on 
microeconomic concepts. Students 
will develop an understanding of:

• nature of economics 

• how markets work 

• market failure 

• government intervention.

Theme 2: The UK 
economy – performance 
and policies

This theme focuses on 
macroeconomic concepts. Students 
will develop an understanding of: 

• measures of economic 
performance 

• aggregate demand 

• aggregate supply 

• national income 

• economic growth

• macroeconomic objectives and 
policy.

Theme 3: Business 
behaviour and the labour 
market

This theme develops the 
microeconomic concepts 
introduced in Theme 1 and focuses 
on business economics. Students 
will develop an understanding of:

• business growth 

• business objectives 

• revenues, costs and profits 

• market structures 

• labour market 

• government intervention. 

Theme 4: A global 
perspective

This theme develops the 
macroeconomic concepts 
introduced in Theme 2 and 
applies these concepts in a global 
context. Students will develop an 
understanding of:

• international economics 

• poverty and inequality 

• emerging and developing 
economies 

• the financial sector 

• role of the state in the 
macroeconomy.

ASSESSMENT 
EXAMINATIONS

Paper 1: Markets and business 
behaviour.   Will assess microeconomics 
and questions will be drawn from 
Themes 1 and 3.

Paper 2: The national and global 
economy.  Will assess macroeconomics 
and questions will be drawn from 
Themes 2 and 4.

Paper 3: Microeconomics and 
macroeconomics.  Will assess content 
across all four themes. Students are 
required to apply their knowledge and 
understanding, make connections and 
transfer higher-order skills across all four 
themes.

 

prices, in turn, determine the quantity 
of goods supplied by businesses and 
the quantity of goods demanded by 
consumers.

Macroeconomics is a branch of the 
economics field that studies how 
the aggregate economy behaves. In 
macroeconomics, a variety of economy-
wide phenomena is thoroughly 
examined such as, inflation, price 
levels, rate of growth, national income, 
gross domestic product and changes 
in unemployment. It focuses on trends 
in the economy and how the economy 
moves as a whole
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ENGLISH A-LEVEL 
Stefanie Jones – Head of Department – s.jones@kps.co.uk

OVERVIEW OF THE 
SPECIFICATION

The OCR specification is made up of 
two exams and two coursework pieces

Exam 1 – A contextual study of a genre

Exam 2 – A Shakespearean response, 
and a comparison of drama and poetry

Both exams include extract work and 
a comparative essay (texts studied in 
class)

Drama and Poetry

Learners study one pre-1900 drama 
text: 

• Christopher Marlowe: Edward II 

• John Webster: The Duchess of 
Malfi 

• Oliver Goldsmith: She Stoops to 
Conquer 

• Henrik Ibsen: A Doll’s House 

• Oscar Wilde: An Ideal Husband

Learners study one pre-1900 poetry 
text: 

• Geoffrey Chaucer: The 
Merchant’s Prologue and Tale 

• John Milton: Paradise Lost Books 
9 & 10 

• Samuel Taylor Coleridge: 
Selected Poems* 

• Alfred, Lord Tennyson: Maud 

• Christina Rossetti: Selected 
Poems*

Genre Study 

Learners study two whole texts, at 
least one must be from the list below: 

American Literature 1880–1940 

• F Scott Fitzgerald: The Great 
Gatsby

• John Steinbeck: The Grapes of 
Wrath 

The Gothic 

• Angela Carter: The Bloody 
Chamber and Other Stories 

• Bram Stoker: Dracula

Dystopia 

• Margaret Atwood: The 
Handmaid’s Tale 

• George Orwell: Nineteen Eighty-
Four 

Women in Literature 

• Jane Austen: Sense and 
Sensibility 

• Virginia Woolf: Mrs Dalloway

The Immigrant Experience

• Mohsin Hamid: The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist 

• Henry Roth: Call It Sleep

Coursework 1 – A creative writing piece 
inspired by an author 

Coursework 2 – A comparative essay 

The coursework will cover a play, poetry 
collection, and novel

Example Texts

Shakespeare

Learners study one Shakespeare play:

• Coriolanus 

• Hamlet 

• Measure for Measure 

• Richard III 

• The Tempest 

• Twelfth Night

Coursework Texts could include: Ian 
McEwan, A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Plath, Angelou, and many more...



A LEVEL SUBJECT INFORMATION A LEVEL SUBJECT INFORMATION

Italian16 17Fine Art

FINE ART A-LEVEL
WHY STUDY FINE ART?

Studying Fine Art explores pupils’ 
imaginative, creative, intellectual and 
intuitive powers. Through research and 
analysis, pupils learn about the visual 
world of the past and present, and 
develop an understanding of the ideas 
and meanings in the work of artists, 
craftspeople, and designers across 
cultural boundaries. Visits to museums 
and galleries are an important element 
of the course which enables students to 
study a variety of original artworks.

As well as having the opportunity to 
work from a life model and developing 
their core drawing skills, pupils 
learn to competently use a range of 
materials and processes to develop and 
communicate their ideas, including the 
use of contemporary technology when 
appropriate. Drawing and painting skills 
are the foundation of the subject, but all 
pupils are encouraged to develop their 
own interests and directions as their 
work develops, creating imaginative and 
individual artworks.

WHAT IS COVERRED BY 
THE COURSE?

Year One – Component One 
(As Level)

The first year of the Art A Level at KPS 
is seen as a foundation year in which 
pupils have access to a variety of media 
and techniques. Pupils are expected 
to complete homework and attend 
Art Club once a week. Pupils will work 
mainly in a sketchbook but also on 
larger 2d and 3d work outside of their 
sketchbook. Due to the proximity of the 
school trips to exhibitions and museums 

are encouraged. Pupils have a mock 
exam at the end of the academic year 
resulting in a final piece.

Year Two (A Level)

COMPONENT ONE: Pupils choose 
a theme in discussion with their tutor 
lasting from September to the end of 
January. Pupils work in a sketchbook and 
on larger pieces. Pupils write an essay 
minimum of 1000 words) to accompany 
this topic which is due at the end of 

January. Pupils sit a mock exam usually 
at the end of January.  

COMPONENT TWO:  Externally 
Set Assignment. Pupils receive an 
exam paper with a choice of themes. 
After choosing a theme they spend 
time researching relevant artists and 
developing ideas in a range of media. 
Pupils are encouraged to make their 
work personal to them. There is a final 
exam usually at the end of May where 
pupils create a final piece
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FRENCH A-LEVEL
Jeanne-Marie Dano – French teacher – j.dano@kps.co.uk

OVERVIEW OF THE 
SPECIFICATION

The AQA specification is made up of 3 
exams.

Exam 1 – Reading, listening and writing 
(translation)

Exam 2 – Speaking

Exam 3 – Writing (2 essays to write)

In the writing exam, students will write 
two essays: one essay about a book we 
have studied and one essay about a 
film.

Book studied: Un sac de billes by 
Joseph Joffo                          

Film studied: La Haine from Mathieu 
Kassovitz

TOPICS STUDIED IN YEAR 
12 AND YEAR 13:

Aspects of French-speaking 
society: current trends 

Students may study all sub-themes in 
relation to any French-speaking country 
or countries. 

The changing nature of family (La famille 
en voie de changement) 

• Grands-parents, parents et enfants 
– soucis et problèmes 

• Monoparentalité, homoparentalité, 
familles recomposées 

• La vie de couple – nouvelles 
tendances 

The ‘cyber-society’ (La « cyber-société ») 

• Qui sont les cybernautes ? 

• Comment la technologie facilite la 
vie quotidienne 

• Quels dangers la « cyber-société » 
pose-t-elle ? 

The place of voluntary work (Le rôle du 
bénévolat) 

• Qui sont et que font les bénévoles ? 

• Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour 
ceux qui sont aidés ? 

• Le bénévolat – quelle valeur pour 
ceux qui aident ?

Aspects of French-speaking 
society: current issues 

Students may study all sub-themes in 
relation to any French-speaking country 
or countries. 

Positive features of a diverse society (Les 
aspects positifs d’une société diverse) 

• L’enrichissement dû à la mixité 
ethnique 

• Diversité, tolérance et respect 

• Diversité – un apprentissage pour 
la vie 

Life for the marginalised (Quelle vie 
pour les marginalisés ? ) 

• Qui sont les marginalisés ? 

• Quelle aide pour les marginalisés ? 

• Quelles attitudes envers les 
marginalisés ? 

How criminals are treated (Comment on 
traite les criminels) 

• Quelles attitudes envers la 
criminalité ? 

• La prison – échec ou succès ? 

• D’autres sanctions 

POLITICAL AND ARTISTIC 
CULTURE 

Students must study the themes and 
sub-themes below in relation to at least 
one French-speaking country. 

Artistic culture in the French-
speaking world 

Students may study all sub-themes in 
relation to any French-speaking country 
or countries. 

A culture proud of its heritage (Une 
culture fière de son patrimoine) 

• Le patrimoine sur le plan national, 
régional et local 

• Comment le patrimoine reflète la 
culture 

• Le patrimoine et le tourisme 

Contemporary francophone music (La 
musique francophone contemporaine)

• La diversité de la musique 
francophone contemporaine 

• Qui écoute et apprécie cette 
musique ? 

• Comment sauvegarder cette 
musique ? 

Cinema: the 7th art form (Cinéma : le 
septième art) 

• Pourquoi le septième art ? 

• Le cinéma – une passion nationale ? 

• Evolution du cinéma – les grandes 
lignes 

Aspects of political life in the 
French-speaking world 

Students may study all sub-themes in 
relation to any French-speaking country 
or countries. 

Teenagers, the right to vote and political 
commitment (Les ados, le droit de vote 
et l’engagement politique) 

• Pour ou contre le droit de vote ? 

• Les ados et l’engagement politique 
– motivés ou démotivés ? 

• Quel avenir pour la politique ? 

Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the 
power? (manifestations, grèves – à qui le 
pouvoir ?) 

• Le pouvoir des syndicats 

• Manifestations et grèves – sont-elles 
efficaces ? 

• Attitudes différentes envers ces 
tensions politiques 

Politics and immigration (La politique et 
l’immigration) 

• Solutions politiques à la question 
de l’immigration 

• L’immigration et les partis politiques 

• L’engagement politique chez les 
immigrés



A LEVEL SUBJECT INFORMATION

20 Geography

GEOGRAPHY A-LEVEL 
Providing The Skills Sought By Higher Education And Employers

Exam Board and Specification Code: Edexcel 9GN0

WHY STUDY 
GEOGRAPHY?

In today’s globally interconnected 
society, it is more important than ever 
that we understand the world around us. 
Our aim is to develop pupils’ awareness 
of the complexity of interactions within 
and between societies, economies, 
cultures and environments, at scales 
from local to global. Geography is a 
very wide-ranging topic interested 
primarily in human and environmental 
development. The subject forms an 
important link between the arts and 
science subjects at A-Level, and at 
university where it can be studied either 
as a BSc or BA.

Geography ranks amongst the eight 
most important ‘facilitating subjects’ 
according to the Russell Group of 
universities, making it one of the most 
valuable subjects to study, providing 
pupils with the knowledge, skills and 
enthusiasm sought by higher education 
and employers. The syllabus covers a 
wide variety of material, enabling pupils 
to apply theory to real examples and 
case studies around the world. Pupils 
learn to take a synoptic view, showing 
an awareness of the wider geographical 
world linking their ideas together.

WHAT IS COVERED BY 
THE COURSE?

Students follow the AQA Specification.

Topics covered over the two-year linear 
A-Level include:

Physical Modules

• Water and carbon cycles

• Hazards

• Hot desert environments

Human Modules

• Changing places

• Global systems and global 
governance

• Population and the environment

These modules have been developed 
to excite pupils’ minds, challenge 
perceptions and stimulate their 
investigative and analytical skills. In 
addition, all pupils are required to 
undertake fieldwork in relation to 
processes in both physical and human 
geography. This fieldwork is assessed 
through an independent investigation, 
demonstrating the knowledge, skills 
and understanding learned through the 
study.
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HISTORY A-LEVEL
Course Outline Edexcel 9HI0

SOVIET UNION 1917-91 BRITAIN: LOSING AND 
GAINING AN EMPIRE 
1763-1914

THE GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
1949-90

ORIGINS OF THE COLD 
WAR 1945-53

YEAR 1

Unit 1: The Soviet Union: 
From Lenin to Yeltsin 1917-91

This is covered in a thematic approach 
across the period 1917-85:

• Soviet government

• Industrial and agricultural change

• Control of the people

• Social developments

Additionally, the fall of the USSR 
c.1985-91 is studied as a historical 
interpretation.

This unit is examined through a 
combination of essay and source-based 
questions.

Unit 2: The German 
Democratic Republic 1949-90

The study of Communist government 
is developed through a study of the 
German Democratic Republic, looking at 
key developments.

• Establishing and consolidating 
Communist control

• The development of the East 
German state

• Life in East Germany

• Growing crises and the collapse of 
Communist rule

This unit is examined through a 
combination of essay and source-based 
questions. YEAR 2

Coursework Unit: Historical 
Interpretations of the Oricins 
of the Cold War 1945-53

The study of interpretations of the 
origins of the Cold War Superpower 
rivalry through the works of a range of 
historians. Students research a produce 
an essay of up to 4000 words.

Was it the Soviet Union or the USA 
that was responsible? Was it Stalin or 
Truman? Was it an inevitability in the 
unique circumstances of the time – the 
destruction of Germany?

This unit is internally and externally 
assessed.

Unit 3: Britain: Losing and 
Gaining an Empire 1763-1914

The study of how Britain lost one empire 
in North America through the American 
Revolution and then gained a far wider 
and diverse empire over the following 
century. It combines breadth and depth 
studies over the whole period. 

• The changing nature and extent of 
trade

• The changing nature of the British 
navy

• The loss of the American colonies

• Canada, Australia, India, the Nile 
Valley

This unit is examined through a 
combination of essay and source-based 
questions.
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Exam Board and Specification Codes: 
Pearson Edexcel 9IN0

Overview of the Specification

The Edexcel specification is made up of 
3 exams.

Exam 1 –  Reading, listening 
comprehension; translation from Italian 
into English;

Exam 2 – 2 essays to write:  one essay 
about a book and one essay about 
a film; a translation from English into 
Italian;

WHAT IS COVERED BY 
THE COURSE?

Topics studied in Year 12 and Year 13:

Year 12

The course is structured in two 
engaging themes. 

Tema 1 – I cambiamenti della società 
italiana.

Set in the context of Italy only, this 
theme covers social issues and trends:

L’evoluzione della famiglia italiana - 
Cambiamenti nell’atteggiamento verso 
il matrimonio, la coppia e la famiglia; i 
mammoni

L’istruzione - Il sistema scolastico e i 
problemi degli studenti; la fuga dei 
cervelli

Il mondo del lavoro - La parità tra i 
sessi; la disoccupazione; le imprese 
familiari; i nuovi modelli di lavoro

Tema 2 – La cultura politica ed artistica 
nei Paesi di lingua italiana

Set in the context of any Italian-
speaking country/countries and/or 
community/communities, this theme 
covers artistic and political culture:

La musica - Cambiamenti e sviluppi; 
impatto sulla cultura popolare

I Media - La libertà di espressione; la 
stampa cartacea e online; l’impatto sulla 
società e la politica

Il patrimonio culturale - Feste, usi e 
costumi

Year 13

The course covers two more themes, 
studied alongside a literary text and a 
film. 

Tema 3 – L’Italia, una società in 
evoluzione

Set in the context of Italy only, this 
theme covers social issues and trends.

L’impatto positivo dell’immigrazione 
in Italia - Il contributo di immigrati e 
migranti all’economia e alla cultura

I problemi della migrazione in Italia 
- Marginalizzazione e alienazione; 
integrazione; impatto dell’emigrazione

Il divario Nord/Sud - Spostamenti 
tra Nord e Sud; il ruolo delle industrie 
italiane; le differenze socio-culturali; la 
criminalità

Tema 4 – Dal Fascismo ai giorni nostri

Set in the context of Italy only, this 
theme covers political culture and 
focuses on an important period of the 
Italian history.

L’ascesa di Mussolini al potere - La 
nascita del Partito Fascista

Il Fascismo durante la Seconda Guerra 
Mondiale - Il governo di Mussolini e la 
dittatura; la vita sotto Mussolini durante 
la Seconda Guerra Mondiale

Dalla dittatura alla democrazia - La 
caduta di Mussolini; la Liberazione; le 6 
nazioni

HOW IS IT EXAMINED?

There are three exams. All exams test 
your competency with respect to the 
topics you have learnt.

Paper 1 (Listening, Reading and 
Translation into English) 

It lasts 2 hours and is worth 40% of the 
A level.

Paper 2 (Written response to works and 
Translation into Italian)  

It lasts 2  hours 40 minutes and is worth 
30% of the A level.

Paper 3 (Speaking) is an oral exam that 
lasts about 20 minutes and is worth 
30% of the A level. It is assessed via 
two distinct tasks conducted entirely in 
Italian. 

Task 1 is based on any of the sub-
themes studied during the two-year 
course. 

Task 2 is based on a presentation and 
discussion of a student’s independent 
research project.

Students are recommended to read and 
listen to any materials and topics that 
interest them in Italian: newspapers, 
magazines, blogs, cartoons, films and 
songs, language websites 

Film studied: “La vita è bella” by 
Roberto Benigni

Exam 3 – Speaking (2 tasks)

Book studied: “Io non ho paura” by 
Niccolò Ammaniti

ITALIAN A-LEVEL 
Pina Ciciretti – Italian teacher – g.ciciretti@kps.co.uk
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MATHS A-LEVEL
Students on the New 2017 A Level 
Edexcel Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics courses will build upon 
the core skills learned at GCSE. 
There is a marked emphasis upon 
enhanced algebraic skills, especially 
in factorisation, equation solving, 
inequalities and with fractions. 
Trigonometric ideas are extended 
beyond the triangle and extensive use 
of identities is thoroughly explored. 
Traditionally difficult areas, such as curve 
sketching and a more formal approach 
to functions, are developed throughout.

For some, calculus will be introduced 
for the first time but all will soon 
be embarked upon a much fuller 
appreciation of differential and integral 
calculus, as well as basic differential 
equations.

Throughout the whole syllabus, there 
is a renewed appreciation of the 
importance of proof: there are specific 
proof questions and proofs in Calculus, 
Series and Trigonometry required. 
Modelling also features much more 
prominently and many questions test 
traditional topics in a more applied way. 
Statistics is much changed in the new 
syllabus with the emphasis on applying 
statistics to real problems and extensive 
use of real data via the national 
meteorological survey.

Students are examined at A Level in 
three 2-hour papers. The first two test 
“Pure” mathematics and the third 
“Statistics and Mechanics”. Unlike the 
previous, modular, A Level, all papers 
count towards the award of an A* and 
no element of choice is allowed. All 
papers are terminal, sat at the end of the 
second year. We aim to cover the entire 
AS syllabus by Easter and begin the final 
year course in the summer term of year 
1, after the April Mock Examinations.  

In year 2 we aim for completion of the 
A Level course around the beginning of 
March. This allows for ample practice 
before the terminal examinations in 
May/June.

In Further Maths, there are four papers, 
each being of 1 ½ hours duration. Two 
are compulsory Core Pure papers and 
there are a further two papers: to be 
chosen from Decision Mathematics 
1, Further Statistics 1 and Further 
Mechanics 1. It is possible for those 
studying Further Maths to take the A 
Level in Year 1 and then gain the Further 
Maths qualification in Year 2. However, 
given the difficulty of the new A level 
we recommend that both qualifications 
are taken in the second year, especially 
where Further maths is one of only 3 A 
levels, as some universities do not admit 
students who only complete 2 full A 
levels in the final year of study.

At all times, students are examined on 
their most recent topics via the half 
termly EPP tests. For those who enjoy 
a challenge we also enter national 

mathematical competitions. Anyone 
requiring STEP mathematics for 
university entry would receive separate 
tuition.

Summary of papers:

A level:     

Two compulsory 
“Pure” papers 
each of 2 hours

200 marks

One compulsory 
“Statistics and 
Mechanics” paper 
of 2 hours

100 marks

Total time 6 hours Total 300 marks

FM A level:

Two compulsory 
“Pure” papers 
each of 
1½hours 

each 75 marks

Two optional 
papers each of 
1½hours

each 75 marks

Total time 6 hours Total 300 marks
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PHILOSOPHY A-LEVEL 
Course Outline

• Do you know that you’re not 
dreaming right now?

• Do you know that your experience 
of the world isn’t an illusion?

• Can your mind exist without your 
body? 

• Could a machine have 
consciousness?

• When you look at this sheet of 
paper, do you perceive the paper 
itself or merely your idea of it? 

• Is it wrong to kill one person in 
order to save five? 

• Are there moral facts?

• Could an all-powerful being create 
a rock which was too heavy for Him 
to lift?

The above are just a small sample of 
the fascinating questions raised by the 
Philosophy A-level. They give a flavour 
of the kinds of discussion and debate in 
which a pupil of the subject at A-level 
will be invited to engage. To answer 
these questions the course will introduce 
you to the theories and ideas of history’s 
most influential philosophers, including 
Aristotle, René Descartes, John Locke, 
David Hume and Ludwig Wittgenstein.

Philosophy A-level is a challenging and 
thought-provoking course with much 
to offer. It will develop your capacity 

to analyse and evaluate other people’s 
arguments and construct persuasive 
arguments of your own. Philosophy itself 
embraces the joy of thinking, so if you 
have an enquiring mind, an appetite for 
confusion and are drawn to fundamental 
questions about the nature of existence, 
Philosophy may well be the ideal subject 
for you.

The course is divided into four units. 
Here’s an overview of the content:

Epistemology (theory of 
knowledge)

• Definitions of knowledge. 

• Scepticism: we know nothing at all. 

• Idealism: nothing exists except 
minds and ideas.  

Ethics
• Immanuel Kant’s deontological 

ethics. 

• J. S. Mill’s utilitarianism.

• Aristotle’s virtue ethics.

Philosophy of Mind 
• Dualism: mind and body are 

separate.

• Identity theory: mind and body are 
the same.

• Eliminative materialism: there is no 
such thing as the mind. 

Philosophy of Religion 
• Arguments for the existence of 

God: ontological, cosmological, 
teleological. 

• Arguments against the existence of 
God: the problem of evil. 

• The concept of God: the paradox of 
the stone. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE) 
A-LEVEL
OVERVIEW OF THE AQA 
SPECIFICATION 

70% THEORY
•  Two written papers

30% PRACTICAL 
• Performance in a physical activity 

with sports analysis

Studying Physical Education (PE) at AS 
and A-Level takes PE and Sport to a new 
level. Learning about the theoretical 
elements of physical activity and sport in 
areas such as physiology, biomechanics, 
sociology, psychology and technology 
prepares students to enter the field of 
sport in an array of areas. 

All students will have a fundamental 
understanding of theoretical 
underpinnings that allow them to further 
their academic endeavours at university 
in Sports Science or move into careers 
such as Personal Training and Sports 
Coaching. 

Theoretical Components:

Paper 1: Factors affecting participation 
in physical activity and sport

Section A: Applied anatomy and 
physiology

Section B: Skill acquisition

Section C: Sport and society

Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal 
performance in physical activity and 
sport

Section A: Exercise physiology and 
biomechanics

Section B: Sport psychology

Section C: Sport and society and 
technology in sport

Physical Education32

A LEVEL SUBJECT INFORMATION

Practical Examination:

Performance in a chosen sport as a 
performer or coach in a full sided version 
of a physical activity, accompanied by 
a written or verbal sports analysis of 
performance. 
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PHYSICS A-LEVEL
The gateway to studying Engineering-Related Subjects At University

Exam Board and Specification Codes: OCR Physics A – Code H556

WHY STUDY PHYSICS?

The Physics syllabus studied at KPS 
contains all the elements of a traditional 
syllabus, whilst also touching on more 
recent scientific developments. It is 
set out in a sequential way; each unit 
containing a number of self-contained 
topics. All good Physics syllabuses 
contain synoptic elements, with which 
students can relate pieces of information 
from different branches of the subject to 
solve problems. 

The practical work consists of total of 
twelve practical activities, six in year 
1 and six in year 2.  These are done 
in the laboratory throughout the year, 
so some of the pressure of practical 
examinations is avoided. With these 
assessments students develop the skills 
to be able to investigate and manipulate 
information and to analyse data. These 
are important skills to carry forward into 
higher education.

WHAT IS COVERED BY 
THE COURSE?

Physics A content is split into six 
teaching modules – these modules, 
combined with the Practical 
Endorsement, constitute the full A-level.

Module 1 – Development of practical 
skills

Module 2 – Foundations of physics

Module 3 – Forces and motion

Module 4 – Electrons, waves, and 
photons

Module 5 – Newtonian world and 
astrophysics

Module 6 – Particles and medical 
physics

HOW IS IT EXAMINED?
• Paper 1 assesses content from 

Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5

• Paper 2 assesses content from 
Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6

• Paper 3 assesses content from 
Modules 1-6

A-Levels are fully linear, so assessment 
of students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the whole course takes 
place at the end of two years of study. 
There are no exams for practicals, but 
students are required to keep a record 
of the practicals: 6 practicals in year 1 
and 6 practicals in year 2 of the A-level, 
giving a total of 12 practicals.

RELATED UNIVERSITY 
COURSES?

A diverse set of degrees can be applied 
for with a Physics A-level, including all 
forms of Engineering, all the Medical 
Sciences, Architecture, Optometry, 
Space technology and, of course, 
Physics and Mathematics degrees.
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POLITICS A-LEVEL
Course Outline Edexcel 9PL0

UK POLITICS

YEAR 1

Unit 1: UK Politics

This unit covers the core concepts of 
Politics and how they are relevant to the 
UK.

• Democracy and Political 
Participation

• Political Parties

• Elections and the different electoral 
systems

• Voting Behaviour, including case 
studies of recent General Elections.

• Ideologies: liberalism, conservatism, 
socialism

This unit is examined through a 
combination of essay and source based 
questions.

Unit 2: UK Government

This unit covers the features of the 
UK system of government, as well as 
extending the study of ideologies.

• The UK Constitutions; its sources, 
nature and recent developments

• Parliament

• The Prime Minister and Cabinet

• The Judiciary

• The study of an alternative 
ideology from a choice of 
anarchism, ecologism, feminism, 
Multiculturalism or nationalism.

This unit is examined through a 
combination of essay and source based 
questions.

UK GOVERNMENT THE POLITICS AND 
GOVERNMENT OF THE 
USA

YEAR 2

Unit 3: The Politics and 
Government of the USA

This unit covers the features of the US 
system, comparing them to the UK 
system.

• The Constitution: key features and 
principles

• Congress: House of Representatives 
and Senate

• The President and Core Executive

• The Supreme Court and the 
Protection of Rights

• The roles and functions of elections, 
political parties, pressure groups

• Comparative theories and their 
application; how different are the 
UK and US systems of politics and 
government.

The unit will be examined through 
essay questions, requiring a knowledge 
of both US and UK politics and 
government. 
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PSYCHOLOGY A-LEVEL

Psychology is the scientific study of the 
mind and behaviour. In this course we 
focus on the human mind – the most 
complex system on earth and the source 
of all our thoughts and behaviours.

As with all the new specifications, 
Psychology is a linear course covering 
two years. It is very intensive, with lots of 
fascinating topics and new vocabulary. 
Psychology is a science subject and 10% 
of it is biology, 10% maths. Students 
must not worry if these subjects are not 
their strengths, many humanity students 
take Psychology and we will offer extra 
support if any student is struggling 
with the scientific elements. Alongside 
developing your understanding of 

the topics and learning how to apply 
them, you will also develop essential 
transferable skills such as analysis, 
evaluation and critical thinking.

In the first year we look at:

• Social influence – do you change 
your behaviour when you are in the 
presence of a group? 

• Memory – what is the differences 
between short and long term 
memory? Why do we forget? How 
can we improve the accuracy of eye 
witness testimony? Having learnt 
about these key issues you can 
apply them to your studies and use 
memory improvement tips to get 
higher marks!

• Attachment – is there a reason 
why infants attach to their primary 
caregiver? What happens if 
attachments are not formed?

• Psychopathology – trying to define 
what we mean by abnormality, 
explaining and treating phobias, 
depression and OCD.

• Research methods – these are 
woven throughout the whole course 
and you will carry out a number of 
practical assignments.

• Approaches in psychology – We 
look at six of these, for example, 
Freud and his psychodynamic 
theory and how the Behaviourists 
believe we are born a ‘blank slate’ 
and learn everything from our 
environment.

In the second year we look at:

• Biopsychology – what different 
parts of the brain do and how the 
brain can recover after injury, plus 
why we sleep.

• Issues and debates within 
psychology – some key areas that 
influence the way we see the world 
and explain behaviour, such as how 
much free will we have.

• Lots more research methods

We then chose 3 topics to look at in 
detail, currently we study 

• Forensic psychology

• Schizophrenia

• Relationships

We follow the AQA specification 
and students sit 3 papers at the end 
of the two years. All papers include 
multiple choice questions, short answer 
questions and extended writing. They 
are each 2 hours long.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
A-LEVEL 
Course Outline

• Does God exist?

• Are there other realities beyond the 
physical world?

• Are you inside your body? 

• Were humans carefully designed by 
a creator or is our existence a mere 
accident? 

• What is the most valuable thing in 
the world? 

• Does life have a purpose? 

• Is it wrong to kill someone who 
wants to die?   

The above are just a small sample of 
the fascinating questions raised by the 
RS A-level. They give a flavour of the 
kinds of discussion and debate in which 
a pupil of the subject at A-level will 
be invited to engage. To answer these 
questions the course will introduce you 
to the theories and ideas of history’s 
most influential philosophers, including 
Plato, Aristotle and Descartes.  

The course is divided into three units: 
philosophy, ethics and religion. The 
above questions apply to philosophy 
and ethics. For the final unit you will 
choose one religion to study in depth. In 
recent years our students have opted for 
Christianity and Buddhism. Questions 
we consider in the former include ‘Was 
Jesus opposed to capitalism?’ and 
‘Could a man really have been God?’ 

while in the latter we consider such 
questions as ‘Do you have a permanent 
self?’ and ‘What is the fundamental 
cause of human suffering?’ 

The RS A-level has much to offer, 
helping develop your capacity to 
analyse and evaluate other people’s 
arguments and construct persuasive 
arguments of your own. For these 
reasons, the Russell Group of top 
universities has identified Religious 
Studies A-level as a qualification 
which provides ‘suitable preparation 
for University generally’. If you have 
an open and enquiring mind, and are 
drawn to fundamental questions about 
the nature of the world we inhabit, RS 
may well be the ideal subject for you.

This is an overview of the content:

Philosophy
• Plato and Aristotle’s theories of the 

soul.

• Descartes’ theory of the mind.

• Arguments for the existence of 
God: ontological, cosmological and 
teleological. 

• Arguments against the existence of 
God: the problem of evil.

Ethics
• Immanuel Kant’s deontological 

ethics. 

• J. S. Mill’s utilitarianism. 

• Thomas Aquinas’s Natural Moral 
Law.

• Sexual ethics.

• Euthanasia.

Religion 
• A choice between: Islam, 

Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism and 
Hinduism.
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SOCIOLOGY A-LEVEL
Exam Board and Specification Codes: AQA 7192

WHY STUDY SOCIOLOGY?

Sociology is a diverse subject concerned 
with analysing human social behaviour, 
institutions and social processes. Pupils 
examine the development of human 
society from prehistoric hunter-gatherer 
groups to contemporary post-industrial 
societies, and gain an appreciation of 
broad trends underlying social change 
and the formation of the modern world.

Sociology involves the study of wealth, 
power, status, poverty and social class, 
as well as politics, race, nationalism 
and cultural identity. The course covers 
the role of family, education, religion, 
the media, leisure and the arts. Pupils 
also study government, social control 
systems and crime, international politics, 
globalisation, development and aid.

YEAR 1:

Education with research 
methods

The Family

YEAR 2:

Media

Crime and Deviance with 
theory and methods 

Sociology intersects with academic 
disciplines such as History, Government 
and Politics, Anthropology, Religious 
Studies, Psychology, Economics, 
Philosophy and Classics.

Sociology is suitable for pupils planning 
to enter a wide range of careers such as 
journalism, law, business, advertising, 
the civil service, government, social 
services and finance.
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SPANISH A-LEVEL 
Isabella Kallan – Spanish teacher – i.kallan@kps.co.uk

OVERVIEW OF THE 
SPECIFICATION:

The AQA specification is made up of 3 
exams:

EXAM 1

Reading, listening 
and writing 
(translation)

2h 45min 50%

EXAM 2

Speaking 21-23min 30%

• Las redes sociales: beneficios y 
peligros

• Los móviles inteligentes en nuestra 
sociedad

Equal rights (La igualdad de los sexos)

• La mujer en el mercado laboral

• El machismo y el feminismo

• Los derechos de los gays y las 
personas transgénero

Multiculturalism in Hispanic 
society 

Immigration (La inmigración)

• Los beneficios y los aspectos 
negativos

• La inmigración en el mundo 
hispánico

• Los indocumentados – problemas

Racism (El racismo)

• Las actitudes racistas y xenófobas

• Las medidas contra el racismo

• La legislación anti-racista

Integration (La convivencia)

• La convivencia de culturas

• La educación

• Las religiones

Artistic culture in the Hispanic 
world 

Modern day idols (La influencia de los 
ídolos)

• Cantantes y músicos

• Estrellas de televisión y cine

• Modelos

Spanish regional identity (La identidad 
regional en España)

• Tradiciones y costumbres

• La gastronomía

• Las lenguas

Cultural heritage (El patrimonio cultural)

• Sitios turísticos y civilizaciones 
prehispánicas: Machu Picchu, la 
Alhambra, etc

• Arte y arquitectura

• El patrimonio musical y su 
diversidad

Aspects of political life in the 
Hispanic world 

Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens 
(Jóvenes de hoy, ciudadanos del 
mañana)

• Los jóvenes y su actitud hacia la 
política : activismo o apatía

• El paro entre los jóvenes

• Su sociedad ideal

EXAM 3

Writing (2 essays 
to write) 
2h

20%

In the writing exam, students will write 
two essays: one essay about a book we 
have studied and one essay about a 
film.

First Year: Film – El Laberinto del Fauno 
by Guillermo del Toro 

Second Year: Book – Undecided 
(Probably ‘Como agua para chocolate’ 
by Laura Esquivel)         

TOPICS STUDIED IN YEAR 
12 AND YEAR 13:

Aspects of Hispanic society 
• Modern and traditional values (Los 

valores tradicionales y modernos)

• Los cambios en la familia

• Actitudes hacia el matrimonio/el 
divorcio

• La influencia de la Iglesia Católica

Cyberspace (El ciberespacio)

• La influencia de internet

Monarchies and dictatorships 
(Monarquías y dictaduras)

• La dictadura de Franco 

• La evolución de la monarquía en 
España 

• Dictadores latinoamericanos

Popular movements (Movimientos 
populares)

• La efectividad de las 
manifestaciones y las huelgas 

• El poder de los sindicatos

• Ejemplos de protestas sociales (eg. 
El 15-M, las Madres de la Plaza de 
Mayo, …)
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